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ADDRES 9 OF THE EDITORS. 


Puts number eempictes the fifth volume of the Adviser, 
Whether the expectations of ifs patrons and readers have been 
answered, the [uiters presume not to say. ‘they feel confi: 
dent however in this, that they have endeavored, so far as their 
parochial duties would pera, to render the work useful to all, 
and a mean of advancing the cause of piety. So far as their 

xertions have bea: sascessful, in aiding the cause of virtue 
a religion, they desire that Go» may hav e all the glory. 
in cmepee. pieces, the Editors have not so much cousulted 


She tast es of differen it Shikari 8, as se nave the truth, Feeling 
ccc accountable to God, thev have been more desirous 


hh 
of communicating plain evangelical silos iments, than of gvatify- 
ing the curious with metaphy sical disquisitions. Ji istead of ene 
deavoring to accommodate the wishes od the curions, they have 
thought it their duty to afford instruction te the bumtbie ing air, 
cr, and encouragement to the meek disci = of Jesus. 

Amidst the discordant opinions, which, at the present diy, 
distract the christian world, it has been diugir design to exhib- 
it truth in so plain a dress as to have it clearly understood, that 
it might administer nourishment, not only to men, but even ig 
babes in Christ ;—-that it might also be the means of detecting 
the hypocr ite, and prove an antidote to the poison of infideli ‘ty, 
that is diffusing its deleterious effects in every society. 

The aspects of divine providence, at the present time, indi- 
cate the approach of more dire calamities, than any we have yet 
expericnced ; and it becomes all che friends of Zion to unite their 
ends 2aVOFS, and strive together for the faith ofthe gospel. 

Gop is evidently calling us, as a peop le, to humble ourselves 
for our impicties ; for our slothfulness in his Cause, ¢ and for our 
great remissness in performing the duties urged on us, by the 
signs of the times. Christians are under peculiar obligations 
to be more than usually engaged in the delightful duty of pray- 
er. They are loudly called upon, by the providence of God, 
to be much given to this important duty. Sinners are perish 
ing ; and God will be sought unto, to save them. It be. « cs 
ail, who have any interest at the throne of divine grace, to pour 
out their incessant supplications to Jehovah, that he would be 
pleased to revive hisown work, and cause religion to spread and 
prevail—that he would raise up more men of prayer; men who 
saall be undaunted at ¢ apposition ; courageous in carrying on the 
work of the Lord, and be instrume: iis, in his hand, of building 
Je rasalem, in these troublesome times. 

The feel sle, though sincere, end one ors of the Mditors, to pro- 
muute the cause of Jesus Christ, aud the spiritual good of tinety 
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readers and patrons, they hope and trust have not been wholls y 
useless. 

Be assured, christian reader, that nothing short of an earnest 
desire to promote the glory of God, in your salvation and in 
that of others, could have induced us to accept our appointment, 
and to enter upon the performance of the arduous duties attach- 
ed to the editorial department. 

Having now finished our labors, for the present year, we 
commit them, together with our readers, to the blessing of Al- 
mighty God; praying that our exertions, to promote the cause 
of truth, may meet the divine approbation, and be the means 
of bringing some glory to Jehovah, in the salvation of sinners, 

through Jesus Christ, to whom be glery forever and ever. 
THE EDITORS, 
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Keeligious Communications. 


THE COMMON USE OF ARDENT SPIRITS UNNECESSARYe 


Te spirit of christianity is a 
benevolent spirit. It leads its 
possessor to seek not his own 
profit, but the profit of many, 
that they may be saved. The na- 
ture of this spirit was remarkably 
exemplified, in the eonduct, and 
in the writings of the apostle 
Paul. Take, for an instance, the 
following declaration. ‘If meat 
make my brother to offend, I 
will eat no flesh while the world 
standeth, lest I make my brother 
tooffend.” Here, the apostle 
resolves to renounce a practice, 
lawful in itself, and contributive, 
eer to his comfort, in case 

should be the occasion of sin in 
hi brother. Tothe same self- 
dental he exhorts his brethren, in 
various passages. ‘** It is good,” 
says he, * neither to eat flesh, nor 
wine, nor any thing, 
whereby thy brother stumbleth, 
or is offended, or is made weak.” 
From this, and other passages of 
similar import, we collect this 
general principle, That, /¢ 7: our 
duty, so far as it consistent with oth- 
er duties, to avoid those practices 
which are Tihely to become the occas 
\ 
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sion of sin, either in ourselves or othe 
ers. Certain things may be the 
occasion of sin, which yet it is 
our duty to perform. A reproof 
administered to a wicked man, 
may be the occasion of his break- 
ing out in blasphemous reproach- 
es; yet still, it may be our indis- 
pensable duty to administer such 
reproof. The official duties of 
magistrates may be likely, in ma- 
ny cases, to be the occasion of 
sin; yet the magistrate must not 
omit such duties, on that account. 
But where the omission of any 
practice does not interfere with 
known duty, we ought to omit 
that practice, provided we appre- 
hend it is likely to prove the occa- 
sion of sin. The correctness of 
this principle will not, it is pre- 
sumed, be called in question. 
We are bound to seek pro- 
mote the real interest of ourselves 
and cthers. But we caanot do 
this by any conduct, not a mani- 
fest duty, which is likely to be 
the occasion of sin. We are also 
bound, in all that we do, to aim 
at the divine glory. But we can- 
not do that to the glory of God 
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iON Use 
it may lawfully be 
omitted, which is likely to be the 
occasion of sine Again, we are 
bound to use all our influence a- 
gainst sin, both in ourselves and 
other?. ‘Fo do this, we must a- 
void every practice which is like- 
ly to become the occasion of stn, 
so far as this can be done without 
the onfission of known duties. 
Further, we are commended to 
pray, ‘* Lead wus not inte tempta- 
tion.” ‘This evidently implies an 
obligation on us not unnecessart- 
ly torun into temptation, or, in 
other words, not to do that, un- 
necessarily, which exposes us to 
sin. The directions of the bible 
on this subject are explicit 
“Take heed iest this hbe ty of 
yours becomea stumbling “hin 
to them that are weak.” 3 Tha 
noman put a stumbling block, 
or an oceasion to fall, in his broth- 
ers way.” “If thy right hand 
offend thee, cut it eff, and cast it 
from thee.” 

From the abovementioned prin- 
ciple, thus substantiated, That we 
ought, sofar as comsistent with 
other duties, to avoid those prac- 
tices which are likely to become 
the occasions of sin, either in our- 
selves or others, it follows, That 
the common use of ardent spirits ought 
to be avcided. For the discontinn- 
ance of the. use of them, in 
‘common cases, is consistent with 
other duties; and, the use of 
them does prove the occasion of 
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sin. 
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EPitits, except 
inally, it would not A 
Breach of any duty to God or 
man. An elegant historian re- 


miirks, that, ‘our forefathers, for 
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many years after the scttlement 
of this country, knew not the use 
of ardent spirits :’? And that “an 
expedition was once undertaken 
against a tribe of Indians. when 
there was but one pint of strong 
water, (as it was thencalled,) in 
the whole army ; and that was 
reserved for the sick and wound. 
ed, yet no complaint was made 
for want of refreshment.” It 
would therefore be idle to spend 
time in proving, that the use oi 
ardent spirits might be lawfully 
discontinued. And, that the 
common use.of them does prove 
the occasion of sin, is evident 
from. the following considera- 
tions, 

It cecasions a misapplication 
ofmoney- Our property is the 
giftof God. Rather, it is entrust- 
ed to us as stewards; and, for 
the improvement ef it, we must 
give an accourt. But most of 
the property expended for ardent 
spirits, is expended for no useful 
purpose. T’he consumers would 
be atleast as comfortable with- 
out them,* Can any gocd ac- 
count be given of such an expen- 
diture? It is idle to plead that 
the expense can be afforded. if 
it be not for an useful purpose, it. 
cannot be afforded by any person, 
till he has more property, than 
he can dispose of to useful arp 0 - 
ses. But isthisthe case with any 
man living ? Is there, on the ahd 
of the earth, a Croesus who can 
find no benevolent object, that 
claims the redundance of his 
property ? no human beinz, who 


has wants to be relieved ? no pub- 
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lic institution to be endowed? 
cone of the family of man per: 
i:hing for lack of vision, to whom 
his beneficence might contribute 
to send the gospel? But, should 
it be admitted to be lawful in it. 
self, for the wealthy to gratify 
their inclinations, by the mode- 
rate use of spirits, it should be re- 
membered that ther example. has 
a powerful iufuence, to render 
the use of them common among 
all classes of people; and so com- 
mon, that they are considered 
one of the necessaries of life ; 
certainly, a necessary article of 
hospitable entertainment for their 
friends. ‘This induces multitudes 
to incur an expense for ardent 
spirits, which they cannot afford, 
out of the necessary charge of 
their families. Many, on this ace 
count, contract debts, which they 
are unable to pay, to the great 
injury of their creditors. In the 
mean‘time, they are acquiring a 
habit of drinking and a pelicniese 
for spirits, to support which, their 
families are robbed of the com 
rts, and even the necessaries of 
ite s and their children of edu 
cation ; to the incalculable mjury 
of themselves and of society 
Another sinto which the ure of 
ardent soaita leadz, -is, idleness. 
Persons, contracting a -fondness 
r these yen contract alsoa 
‘edn ss for those places, where 
ley are vende obiained ; and 
hence they soon |garn to pass a 
great proportion of their time at 
public houses, e:ther m total idle- 
,or inthe most futile pur- 
its. Drinking, idleness, swear- 
ing, gaming aud quarreling, are 
generally companions; and ab- 
luce rmia follows in their train. 
company only 
one uf these, € ‘pel dram. drinking 
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only, and you break up the 
whole. You Jay the axe atthe 
root of all these vices. 

Another sin, which the use of 
ardent spirits occasions, is drunk. 
enness. The frequency of this 
sin, inour country, has become 
awfully alarming : It is needless 
to expatiate on the heinousness of 
the crime of transforming our- 
selvesinto brutes. It is need'ess 
to portray the disgusting picture 
of the drunkard, wallowing in his 
filth, or babbling the senceless gib- 
berish of a distracted brain, or 
belching forth the abominable 
contents of his distended stomach. 
Nor is-it necessary to present to 
the reader, his ruined finances, 
his broken hearted wife, his half- 
naked and half-starved children, 
to prove that drunkards shall not 
inherit the kingdom of God. For 
thisis the solemn declaration of 
Jehovah himself. But the busi- 
ness of the writer is not with the 
drundard. He attempts not to 
persuade him from his cause. 
‘The attempt would be utterly in 
Drunkards very seldom 
if ever reform. ‘The writer ad- 
resses, rather, the sober and sen- 
sible part of community, and es- 
_saenetd the professed followers 

f Jesus Christ. ‘To such he has 
phar that itis our duty, so far 
as is consistent with other duties, 
to avoid those practices s, which 
are likely to become the occasion 
ofsin. The common use of ar- 
dent spirits is the occasion of 
much sin. It may be avoided, 
consistently with other duties. It 
ought therefore to be avoided. All 
who love our Lord Jesus. Christ, 
ail who wish well to society, are 
called upon to imitate the benev- 
olence, and the self-denial of the 
Apostle, expressed in the.declara- 
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tion, ** If meat make my brother 
to offend, I will eat no flesh 
while the world standeth ; lest I 
make my brother to offend.” 
The general use of spiritous li- 
qors causes many to offend, to 
the great injury of themselves, 
their families, and society. It has 
gradually introduced that intem- 
perance, which, to use the lan- 
guage of the General Association 
of Connecticut, “Is a washing 
consumption, fastening upon the 
vitals of society, a benumbing 
palsy, extending to the extreme- 
ties of the body ; a deep and rap- 
id torrent, bearing the wreck of 
nations in its course, and under- 
mining, rapidly, the foundations 
of our own.” 

There is not the least doubt, 
that, were the sober, the respect- 
able, and well disposed part of 
society to unite to discontinue the 
use of spirits, in common cases, 
their example would have a pow- 
erful influence in checking this 
great evil. It will perhaps be ob- 
jected to what is here recom- 
mended, that a moderate use of 
spirits is not injurious to health, 
and really contributes, in many 
instances, at least, to the comforts 
of life; and that we ought not to 
argue against the proper use of 
any thing, merely from the abuse, 


3ut such was not the opinion of 


the benevolent Apostle. He knew 
the moderate use of meat to be 
lawtul. He knew, too, that it 
contributed to the comfort of his 
life. Yethe resolved to relinquish 
the use of it, forever, in tase it 
should make his brother to offend. 
This noble example ts recorded 
for our imitation. Were the use 
of spirits, otherwise than medi- 
cinally, really necessary, 1t would 
be wrong to argue again:t ‘the 


‘not the case. 








SAN, 

use of them, from the abute: 

For the best things are often a- 

bused to the worst purposes. 

Had meat been necessary to pre- 

serve the life or health of the A- 
postle, he would have eaten it, 

even though it might cause his 
brother to offend. But this was 
The use of ardent 
spirits, cannot surely be more 
important to us than the use oi 
flesh was to the Apostle. And if 
we are benevolent as he was, we 
shall surely be willing to relin- 
quish a practice, which in so ma- 
ny instances, makes our brother 
to offend. Itis pleasing to ob- 
serve that the subject of the above 
remarks has excited the attention 
of the clergy throughout the Uni- 
ted States. Corresponding com- 
mittees have been appointed by 
the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian church, and by the 
General Association of Connecti- 
cut, Massachusetts, Newhamp- 
shire, and Vermont, for the pur- 
pose of devising and recommend- 
ing measures, for preventing the 
evils resulting from the use of ar- 
dent spirits. 

The address of the General 
Association of Connecticut on 
the subject, re-published in a late 
number of the Adviser, is calcu- 
lated to produce the ,best effects. 
It is hoped that it will be second. 
ed by the prayers and correspon- 
dent exertions of the religious 
publicx. Shouid the measures 
recommended in that address, be 
adopted by the clergy, and the 
churches under their care, much 
would probably be done, ina 

short time, towards the abolition 
of the use of spiritsin our country. 
It is propey to mention here, that 
the Royalton Association, at 
their last meeting, patsed a Reso- 











lution to make no use of spirits 
or wine in their future sessions ; 
and slso,to discontinue the ure 
of them, as an article of enter- 
tainment in social visits, in their 
families. It is also understood 
that asimilar resolution has been 
passed by the Orange Associa- 
tion.* Itis hoped the example 
will be followed, or more suitable 
measures adoped, with similar 
views, by all the Associations in 
this state: and it is earnestly re- 
commended, that societies be 
formed, or at least, that churches 
unite in exertions. for the purpose 
of abolishing, as faras may be, 
the use of spirits both among _ la- 
borers, and as an article of has- 
pitable entertainment. Pp, 
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LECTURES ON THE SHORTER 
GCA TECHISM- 


Believing that a view of the truths of 
seliging, in the order of a well con 
nected system of divinity, would be 
serviceable, IT send you the com- 
meneement of a coxrse of remarks, 
on the Assembty of Divines’ shorter 
Catechism, which, if vou think it 
advisable, may be inserted in the 
Acdsiser. It would take a very long 


time to complete such a course ot 


reaiks; but if this shovld never 
pe done, perhaps the CUMMeENCE- 
Inent of the m, should they proceed 
tono great length, maynot be un- 
protitable. AUGUSTINE. 
No, I. 
CHIEF END OF MAN. 
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great propriety, been divided by 
divines, into essential and declar- 
ative, God’s essential glory, 
consists in the infinite perfection 
of his nature, which renders him 
supremely excellent, and perfect- 
ly blessed. His declarative glory, 
consists in the displays, which he 
has made of this perfection, to 
the view of his creatures, in his 
works. In the works of creation, 
God has, in an illustrious man- 
ner, manifested his infinite wis- 
dom, power and goodnes$. These 
perfections are also manifested in 
the works of providence, as is 
discovered by the angels of light, 
and the spirits of the just made 
perfect, who behold without an 
intervening cloud the ways of 
God, and as will be seen by all 
intelligent creatures, in the day of 
final account. And these periec- 
tions have been stit] more re- 
markably displayed in the work 
of redemption, the greatest of all 
the works of God. 

God’s essential glory is incapa- 
ble of increase. In vain, there- 
fore, will creatures attempt to 
add to it. Dut the declarative 
glory of God may be increased, 
and of this his creatures may be 
instrumental. The great Creator 
exacts a revenue of praise, from 
ail the works of hishands. ‘The 
irrational creation fulfils the end 
of its existence, by passively re- 
ceiving the impress of divine per- 
fection, and standing, as a mouu- 
ment, m the view of the uni- 
verse, of the infinite excellency of 
Jehovah. Burt the rational crea- 
tures partake of a more exalted 
nature, and a higher duty de- 
volves upon them. Having fac- 
ulties capable of actively showing 
forth the praises of their maker, 
they are bound to consecrate 
















































these facultiez, to the great end, 
for which they were given. 

By the chief end of man, 1s meant 
the first object of his desire, 2nd 
of his pursuit. But while ong ob- 
ject is regarded as above ail at 
ers important, other objects m: 
be pursued as of inferior conse: 
quence, in a due subordination, 
toa proper regard, 10 the highes 
object of pursuit. When 
tore the chief eud of man is de- 
clared to be the glory of God, it 
is not meant, that he may not 
have other and inferior ob. 
jects of pursuit, or that he must 
have a sensible regard to this 
chief object, in every thought and 
word and action. This, perhaps 
3t would be impossible for a ee 
creature to do. Let a person 
serulate his conduct, imevery tn- 
Senior persuit, by the commands 
ox God, and whether he expr: sly 

it Or not, God will be glo. 
cd by him, tn all the actions 
ife. Such a course of 
cuct, wilbe a compiiance wits 
the command, whether ye eat o1 
drink, or w 
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before they had any existence. 
God could, in the nature of 
things, have no other inducement 
to create the universe, and no 
other director as tothe manner of 
creating ut, than what existed 
within himoelf, a delight in his 
infinite perfection, and in display- 
ing it in his works. 
But we are not from hence to 
conclude, that the glory of God 
either is or can be separated, from 
the happiness of his creation. 
Vie glory of God, and the false 
ideas of glory, common among 
the children of men, are so e:- 
sentially different, that they will 
bear no comparison. While the 
one consists in promoting happi- 
piness, the, other is founded on 
its cestruction ; and we shall be 
guilty of impiety, if we consider 
the delight of deity in promoting 
his own glory, to be like that 
contracted and seifish spirit, cal- 
led a love of glory, which rules 
i: the breasts of sinful creatures 
Whatever constitutes an object 
cf the pursuit of deity, must be 
supremely excellent. Whatever 


was his inducement to create, and 


directed’ him in the manner of 
creativg the universe, must be of 
Suptoine unperiince, and ts well 
woaliny to be made oe chief ob- 
iect of attention, by the children 
oimen. Things ought to be re- 
earcued according to ‘their excel. 


lence and importance, and of this 
elience and importance, deity 


mnusiebe con-idered as a_ perfect 


tit@e. ‘These thines furnish a 
siifcient reason, why the glory 
S ‘ ; ?. ‘ } } a e} 3 = i ; - 

UF tr should Be ae chief end 


of man. 

t becomes then an interesting 
aoa how we clorify 
(sod ? In answer to this question 


may 
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his excellence in our hearts, we 
must proclaim his praises with 
our mouths, and we must imitate 
his perfec tion in our conduct. 
Adam in paradise, was reguired 
to glorify his Creator. by a courte 
of perfect obedience to the divine 
cummandments. By sucha tem- 
per and conduct as this required, 
he would testify his love to Jeho- 
vah, as supremely excellent, and 
to his law and moral government 
as perfectly holy, just ands good, 
and to his providence, as kind and 
beneficent. He would bear an 
honourable and a publick testi- 
mony, to the greatness, excellen- 
cy and glory of God. 

But the religion of a sinner 
must be, in many respects, dif- 
ferent from that of an innocent 
being; and if the children of 
men should, at any given time, 
wholly break off their sins by 
rigkteousness, and their inigui- 
ties by turning uato God, this 
would not be all, which would 
be necessary, in order that they 
should glorify him. This would 
make no atonement for their past 
transgression, which is essential, 
in order that God should be glo- 
rified, in their salvation. If, 
without respect to an atonement, 
for the pardon of their sins, they 
should attempt to render an ac- 
ceptabie service to God, they 
would publickly declare, that he 
is not unalterably opposed to sin, 
and disposed to punish it, that 
his law is not so immutably just 
and good that itcannot be abt 
gated, and that since there is no 
necessity for the execution of its 
penalty, there could have been no 
occasion for enacting it. Such 
consequcnces would follow, from 
the fk pega of sin, without an 

nmement; and such declara- 
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tions every sinner makes, who 
hepes for forgiveness, and whe 
expects to render an acceptable 
obedience, without placing a re- 
hance, for pardon and acceptance 
on a Mediator. 

The very first act, then, of @ 
sinner, in obedience to the divine 
commandments is to believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ ; and with- 
out doing this, as the root whence 
all acceptable obedience, from 
the guilty children of men, must 
spring, he can never glorify God. 

Faith in Jesus Christ consists 
in a love to his person, and in an 
affectionate reliance on his atone- 
ment, for pardon and salvation ; 
and implies a conviction, im him 
who exercises it, that he is ruined 
and helpless, and that there is sai- 

vation in no other. It farther 
implies, an approbation of all 
which the Saviour has done to 
magnify the divine law and to 


make it hondurabte, to prove the. 


reasonableness of its requirements 
and the rectitude of its penalty, to 
display the evil of sin, and its jure 
desert of the endless displeast ire 
of Jehovah. The sinner, by trans- 
gression, publickiy criminates the 
law and government of Gcd; 
for by his conduct he declares, 
that obedience and tubmistion are 
not due to his Creator, and are 
no partof his duty. Such a tes- 
timony, from an important part 
of the creation, so far as it has 
weight, obscures the declarative 
glory of God. God has borne a 
different testimony, in the suffer- 
ings and death of Christ, and to 
this the sinner subscribes, in con- 
demnation of himself for his for- 
mer misconduct when heexerci- 
ces faith in the Sz 
dispos ition, whi tea Adan in 
Innccence to veld a perfect che 
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dience to the divine commands, 
the sarne regard to the honour 
and authority of God, the same 
love to his law and confidence 
and delight in his government, 
seeaes 2 in the breast of the sin- 
ner, will lead him to exercise faith 

in Christ and to yield an evan- 

gelical obedience to the divine 
commandments. It is but the 
same temper of heart, differing 
in its exercises, only because pla. 
ced in differext circumstances. 
Faith in Jesus Christ then, and an 
obedience rendered to God 
through him as only acceptable 
in consequence of his sponement, 
is inseparably connected with the 
restoration of a holy temper in 
the heart of asinner. A sinner,. 
therefore to glorify God, must 
exercise faithin Jesus Christ, and 
yield an obedience to the divine 
commands, ina strength derived 
from him, and with a perpetual 
reference to bis atonement, to ren- 
der it acceptable. 

But the glory of God, as the 
answer of the catechism under 
consideration denotes, isnot alone 
the chicf end of man. It stands 
intimately, and inseparably con. 


nected, with the enjoyment of 


him. Godhas connected these 
things, and man will separate 
them at his peril. While God 
requires that a regard to his glo- 
ry should be above every thing 
in our hearts, he does not, in con- 
tradictionto the very prmeipics 


af our nature, require that we 

shouid be reg: indices GF Our own 

happiness. ‘he eglery ci God 
‘e« 4 ¢ 


nust, indeed, be an object of 


her regard than our own hy UD» 
ote ; butis notto be r egarded, 
in Opposition to it. ‘to desire 
our own b appa and to have 


respect to the glory ef God, only 








asa mean of promoting ihis end, 
ig indeed idolatry, as it is making 

ourselves superior to God. But 

in order to avoid this, it is not ne- 

cessary that we should separate 

the Bly of God from our own 
happiness, and regard the one to 
the neglect of the other, ‘To ins 

quire, then, whether we are wil- 
ling to glorify God, by submit- 
ting cheerfully to the suffering of 
endiess misery, andto make this 
a criterion, by which to examine 
our title to heavenly blessredness, 
is going beyond what is written. 
God propounds to us no such 
conditions of salvation, and man 
has no right to propose them. 
He only requires that. we should 
be willing to be saved, on the con- 
ditions of his word. Tiue sub- 
mission undoubtedly implies, a 
fullconviction of our desert of 
everlasting punishment; but this 
is en entirely different thing, 

froma _ willi ingness to suffer it. 

While th e heart subscribes, with- 
out hesitation, to the one, the 
whole soul may shrink back fron. 

the other. 

God is the chief good, and 
proper portion, of a rational crea- 
ture. So large are the faculties, 
and so unlimited the desires of 
the soul of man, that no created 

ob} ect or objects, can give it ccn- 
tentment. ‘This truth is not on- 
ly evident from the nature of 
things, but it has also been proved 
by the experience of mankind. 


The restlessness and wretched- 


vegs Cf those, who possess most of 
the world, and who seem in the 
best circumstances for enjoying 
ic, form an inscription on sublu- 
nary good, like thatrecorded by 
the pen of Solomon, vanity of 
Vanities, allisvanity. The ava- 
riclous Maa is anxious to add te 
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his possessions, the ambitious man 
is desirous of extending his fame, 
and the sensualist is intent on the 
discovery of new methods of 
gratification, while all the mere 
children of this world, who have 
been seeking for happiness, during 
the whole course of their lives, 
will confess, that they have not 
found that satisfying enjoyment, 
for which the famishing spirit anx- 
iously inquires. Thé man of re- 
ligion alone, who has taken God 
asthis portion, has entered into 
rest. Heé alone professes to have 
found 2 sotirce of satisfying en- 
joyment, to which his own expe- 
rience enables him to direct his 
fellow-men, aS containing that 
xood, for whicn they anxiously 
inquire, 

Uur first parents in innotence, 
enjoyed a delightful communion 
With their maker. All the infi- 
nite perfections of his nature, as 
displayed in his works, were to 
them a source of éonsolation. 
They rejoiced that their own hap- 


piness, and the affairs of the uni-. 


verse, were under the direction of 
a being, of So much wisdom and 
power and goodness. The di- 
vine spirit, whose charactér is 
forever the same, was a comforter 
to them, as he has been to the dis- 
ciples of Christ, since the fall. Sin 
had not then expelled him from 
the heart, and by his gracious 
presence, hé dwelt in our first pa- 
rents, as his temple, and clieered 
them, by that peace of God, 
which passed all understanding. 

Lat mankind, by the fall, have 
become possested of a temper of 
heart, which disqualifies them for 
enjoyment, resulting from the be- 
ing and perfections of Ged. The 
idea that their own destiny, and 
that of all other creatures, is: at 
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the disposal of a being of infinite 
holiness, and inflexible justice,as 
well as boundless benevolence, is 
to them fraught with terror. By 
transgression they have departed 
from God, and forfeited the com- 
fort of his gracious presence, for 
his holiness forbids, that he 
should dwell in a heart, whcre 
sin has held dominion, unless that 
sin be expiated, and its dominion 
destroyed. hee 

There is no way, then, in which 
the fallen children of Adam, can 
come to the enjoyment of God, 
but by the application of the par- 
doning and purifying blood of 
Christ, to their souls. Let this 
take place, and the perfections 
and commands and works of God 
will become objects of delightful 
contemplation, the soul will en-. 
joy hisfavour which is life, and 
his loving kindness which is better 
than life, and this enjoyment will 
be a foretaste and an assurances 
of superiour bléssedness, in a bet- 
ter world, , 

The enjoyment of God, which 
Saints experience on earth, differs 
not from the blessedness of the 
inhabitants of heaven in kind, but 
in degree, and in the medium 
thfough which it is received. 
White in the world God is beheld 
by his people through a glass 
dirkly, and he communicates to 
them the joys of «salvation, 
through the ordinances of reli- 
gion, and the means of grace. 
They hold ¢emmunion with him 
inteading his word, in medita- 
ting on its contents, in attending’ 
on the sacrament of the supper, 
and in the performance of the du- 
ties of prayer and cf praise. 
Saints have ever regarded these. 
things with affection, because 
God has been graciously present 
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in them, to. revive their hearts, 
with divine consolations. 

But in the kingdom of heaven, 
the ordinances of religion will no 
longer be the channel, through 
which the divine favour will fow ; 
God will be beheld with an. un- 
clouded vision, and that joy, 
which while on earth was subject 
to many interruptions, will know 
ho imperfection, and wwl never 
have an end. 

The fact that God will glorify 
himself, insures the blessedness of 
those beings, who have never 
transgressed his will, and of ail 
the sinful children of men, who 
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exercise that faith in the Saviour, 
whick works by love, and purifies 
the heart, and overcomes the 
world. In displaying his perfec- 
tions, he must of necessity make 
them happy. They are objects 
of the divine complacency, and 
God must deny himself, if he 
should withhold from them the 
communications of his love. The 
display of the divine glory is the 
basis of their enjoyment, and on 
this, as a foundation. their felicity 
will rise, in a glorious and beay- 
trful superstructure, and will itself 
be a monument, forever, of the 
excelleney of Jehovah. 


AMiscetli lany. 


Messrs. Editors, 

Isend you for the Adviset a 
short account relative to the 
death of Esq. , whose 
name a regard for his surviving 
relatives induces me to conceal. 
But this account is necessarily 
imperfect ; for it is almost two 
rears since the melancholy event 
occurred ; and none of the cir- 
cumstances were at first commit- 
ted to writing. He was between 
fifty and sixty years of age; and 

had ever maintained a regular 
and agreeable de Bortment. He 
possessed considerable informa. 
tion. Ashe was one of the first 

cettiers of unis town, his influence 
was extensive, He was scrupu- 
Jously honest in his dealings with 
men, hada regard for religious 
order, uniformly read tiie bibie 
and prayed in his family. But 
he was violently oppoved fo the 
doctrines of grace. He frequent- 
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ly said he hated the doctrine of 
election. He was more unhappy 
than opposers in general; for he 
was capable of feeling the force 
of argument, and of seeing the 
truth when it was exhibited. He 
could not conceal his agitation 
on such occasions. He would 
sometimes assume a sullen si- 
lience; but would more fre- 
quently rage and use language 
border! ing on blasphemy. 
de removed into an adjoining 
town, where a church was form- 
ed two years ago last Spring. 
From this time @ serious atten- 
tion became visible through the 
instrumentality of © missionaries, 
who fervently incultated the hu- 
miliating doctrines of the gospel. 
This glorions work continued and 
increased through the Summer. 
During this time conferences 
were frequentiy held, and the 
gospel regulariy preached by a 
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candidate, who was ordained 
the fall. Far the greater part 
of -the adult inhabitants were 
brought to rejoice in the truth. 
We likewise were favored with 
a refreshing shower of divine 
grace. Our little church receiv- 
ed a considerable accession of 
members. Esq. was dis- 
pleased to see his friends and con- 
nexions rejoicing in those truths 
he perfectly hated. He absented 
himself from public worship, and 
avoided the society of those, who 
were returning with singing unto 
Zion. He admitted a methodist 
elder into his house and fain 
would have turned the attention 
of the inhabitants from the still 
small voice of the gospel to the 
boisterous jargon of this preach- 
er. Henat only failed with res. 
pect to others but his judgment 
and conscience would not suffer 
him to rest satished with a scheme 
that is ascontrary to reason ask 
is to the oracles of divine truth. 
He, atlength became much de- 
jected, but seemed unwilling ae: 
first to acknowledve the caute 
He occasionally intimated, i, 
ever, that he feared the doctrines 
he had opposed would. prove. to 
be trus. He Aeuittages consider- 
able anxiety about himself, and 
said, he-once thought that he pos- 
sessed religion, but was eh 
About this time he attended 
the ordination, and heard. a ser- 
mon on the connexion between 
means.and ends in the divine pian. 
On this occasion it was observed 
that the eternal electing love of 
God is the ouly thing that se- 
cures the salvation of any sinner ; 
that election, while it saves some, 
leaves the rest in the Same situa- 
tion, in which the whole would 
have been left, had there been no 
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election ; and that those who op- 
pose and deny the doctrine of 
eternal election, have reason to 
fear that there is no election with 
respect tothem. This discourse, 
while it edified and delighted the 
audience in general, proved a sav- 
or of death unto death to him. 
He now saw that he was indeed 
in the hands of a sovereign God, 
and that he had opposed tie on- 
ly way of salvation. No minister 
had opportunity to visit him after 
this; but many of his friends 
brought to view the invitations of 
the gospel, and urged him to ap- 
ply to that Savior, whose blood 
cleanseth fromallsin. He repli- 
ed that it was too Jate; that he 
had sinned away the day of grace. 
He was however, frequently over- 
heard praying, earnestly, that 
God would, if it were possible, 
have wercy on his guilty soul. 
His distress continued to ‘in- 
crease till he fell into complete 
despair. He then refused to read 
the bible ; and appeared to be in 
a kind of agony, when any at- 
tempted to pray in his presence. 
He said he was the vilest wretch 
that lived ; that he wasa_ vessel 
of wrath fitted for destruction ; 
that God could not save him and 
be just. Being directed to pray, 
he said if he should attempt it, 
he should cnly raise his hands 
with weapons of rebellion against 
heaven. Those,.who heard most 
of the strong and affecting ex- 
pressions he made, while in this 
condition, are now at a distance 
and cannot be consulted. The 


-impression3, which they made on 


my mindas I heard them from 
others are in a measure erased, 
Hence they must be omitted, 
Nothing could afford him the 
least satisfaction ; both day and 







































































night his soul was like the troub- 
led sea. 

After continuing for several 
weeks in this deplorable situation, 
he gave some symptoms of insan- 
ity ; though he still conversed 
rationally on the doctrines of the 
bible. He accused himself of 
crimes which it was supposed he 
had never committed; he was 
unwilling to receive any suste- 
nance, and wished that his friends 
wouldleave him that he might 
soon sink tothe gulf of endless 
despair; which he said was the 
only suitable place for him. He 
cautioned them to keep at a dis- 
tance, lest he should drag them 
with him to heil. 

But with a view to divert his 
mind, they took him across the 
lake. This gave him no relief. 
His countenance, gestures, and 
groans continually indicated the 
excruciating torment cf his soul. 
Returning, : as it began fo grow 
dark, they called ata tavern on 
thisshore. He suddenly left the 


company ; was soon pursued, but, 


when found, he was suspended 
from asmall tree by his handker- 
chief, in such manner that his 
knees almost came in contact with 
the ground. Every exertion to 
resuscitate him was used in vain, 


-— 
Da. BucHaNAX. 


The following accouat of that 
interesting man, Dr. Buchanan, 
bas been received from two gen- 
tlemen lately from England, one 
of whom is acquainted with him, 
the other with his family. Mr. B. 
was among the great number ot 
young men Vv who: yearly ¢ come up 


“« 


rom Scotland to London, im €x- 





iz Dr. Buchanaa. Jan. 





pectation of finding employment 
in a clerk’s office, or some other 
department of business. The 
Rev. John Newton, who has been 
instrumental in preparing so ma- 
ny useful -men forthe service of 
the church, had at that time a 
Wednesday morning lecture ina 
part of London near the chief res 
sort of business; .and Mr. B, 
friendless and alone, strayed in 
one fnorning to hear the sermon. 
He instantly became impressed 
with athought that has struck 
many persons in reading Mr. N.’s 
works,—“ That man _ possesses 
something which I want.” ‘The 
next Wednesday he went again. 
The impression became still deep- 
er. After Jecture he wrote Mr. 
N. an anonymous letter as from 
an inquirer after truth, and went 
again the next week. After the 
service Mr. N. remarked, that 1! 
the person was present who wrot 

him the anonymous letter, he 
should be glad of an interview 
with him. This emboldened 
young Buchanan to wait upon 
the reverend man, and by his in- 
Oe ited aptity Mr. B. was brought 
at length to the knowledge of the 
truth. For any charitable pur- 
pose Mr. N. could always com- 
mand the purse of the veil known 
Mr. ‘Thornton, and it was soon 
determined to send the young 
man to the university of Cam- 
bridge. After finishing his edu- 
cation. he took orders ‘and went 
to India, about the year 1796, 
and not so early as was suggest- 
ed in aformer number. While 
in India Dr. B. sent back to Mr. 
Thornton double the sum thaj 
had been expended in his educa- 
tion, requesting him to keep One 
lf himeeli, and to employ the 
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other in educating such another 
as the wanderer from Scotland. 
He returned in 1808, after an 
absence of twelve years, and land- 
ed sate on his native soil after 
sustaming a severe engagement 
with an enemy’s ship.. His wife 
had died on her passage the pre- 
ceding year, and he has since 
formed a second marriage with 
a lady of fortune in the north of 


England, who received her first, 


religious impressions under a ser- 
mon which she heard from him. 
He now lives and preaches as a 
curate in a pleasant neighbory- 
hood a few miles from the city of 
York. Pan. 


pane a | 
GN SUPERSTITIOUS OCESZRVANCES. 


Hasirs and practices of im- 
moral tendency often exist in 
Christian communities, of such a 
nature as torender it difficult to 
state them with clearness, or to 
censure them with dignity. ‘The 
divine and the moralist generally 
lay hold on the more prominent 
vices and foibles; and teo often 
permit those, which have a less 
obvious, and more undefined, 
character, to escape without ani- 
madversion. But conceiving 
that every fault deserves repre- 
hension, and that nothing morally 
wrong can be innoxtous, I pro- 
pose to make some remarks on 
certain opinions and practices, 
which seem to have an extensive 
prevalence through our country. 

Enjoying the oracles of Divine 
truth and the blessings of an en- 
tightened education, as the peo- 
ple of this country do, one could 
have hoped that we might, *¢ c/ean 
escade”? from those errors of pa- 
ganitm and superstition in which 
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our heathen ancestors were onge, 
and the heathen world are still, 


involved. But the fact appears 
otherwise. Relics of pagan su- 
perstition still adhere to usin 


spite of allour advantages; and 
men, who call themselves Chris- 
tians, do and believe many of the 
same things which their pagan 
forefathers did, and _ believed ; 
and probably for no better rea- 
son than that such were the faith 
and practice of their ancestors. 
Men, whose minds were elevated 
much above the ordinary level, 
have been tinctured with the 
same superstition, and have aid- 
ed its perpetuation, while the 
more ignorant have clung to it 
with a pertinacity peculiarly their 
own. Some who are ready to 
laugh at the superstition, as they 
call it, of christians, are them- 
selves arrant slaves to supersti- 
tions of a most ridiculous charac- 
ter. But the great misfortune 
is, that christians, and sober peo. 
ple, should become dupes to the 
same error. Christians should 
be cautious that they bring no re- 
proach on their profession, and 
should remember that they ought 
to serve God and not .idols. 
While bound to avoid even the ap- 
pearance of evij, they ought to 
stand aloof from things remotely 
tending to idolatry ; they should 
cease to consult stars,to look at- 
ter omens, tq ohserve days and 
regard visions, while they have 
the Bible in their hands, and pro- 
fess to have him, who guideth m- 
to all the truth, in their hearts. 
When men, wio had been pre- 
viously idolaters, and wrapped in 
the mists of pagan superstition, 
embrace the christian religion, it 
is no wonder that they should re- 
tain, for a while, some portion of 
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theirformer habits cf thinking, 
without perceiving their conduct 
to be reprehensible. But, per- 
sons who have enjoyed from their 
infancy the light of revelation, 
and lived all their davsin achris- 
tian community, ought suiely to 
understand their obligation to 
avoid every appearance of an 
idolatrous attachment to the van- 
ities of the heathen. Even the 
dictates of reason vightly inform- 
ed, would teach them to avoid 
such errors; and the fcar of ridi- 
cule, one might think, would de- 
ter most persons from the stupid 
observation of planets, signs, and 
visions. Still the factis not so. 
How many persons the writcr has 
knowa, whom no _ considerations 
short of necessity, could induce 
to set up the frame of a building, 
begin a journey, or commence a 
new ard me on a Friday. 
the reason for this, they teil te 
is, that Friday is an unlucky day, 
and that whatever is commenced 
then will prove disastrous in the 
issue. But let me ask the observ- 
ers of Friday, whence came you 
by such an opmion? Did you 
learn it from your Bibies? Has 
God any where informed you 
that when in the course of the six 
days of at anon that day first 
appeared, and when he proxounc: 
ed his productions of that day 
“avery coed’? he notwithstandine 
desicued the day itrelf to be very 
bad Surely you will not charge 
rod foolishly. Bat will you sav, 
that some evil agent always be. 
ies himself im mischief on that 
day? Then i relinquishing your 
tawful pursuits through fear of ibis 
wicked agest, thatis, the devil, 
you dohomageto him. I fear 
it may, be oaltt of you “ye wars: 4/5 
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Traces of that idolatrous vene- 
ration which our heathen ances. 
tors used to offer to the moen, are 
distinctly vistble among us at this 
day. People now do not erect 
temples, nor altars, to that lumi- 
nary; nor will they be forward 
to acknowledge themselves its 
worshiprers ; but many, by their 
conduct pay to it, an indirect 
homaze, nor can they well ac- 
quit themselves of the imputa- 
tion. They ascribe to it, in cer- 
tain cases, some unknown, unde- 
fined, and secret, though real, a- 
gency, tiot belonging to matter, 
nor dependent on any of its 
known properties ; and exerted 
in such away as mutt lead you 
to conclude, if vou make any 
conclusion at all, that some fort 
of intelligence is concerned in the 
azency. i'rom the different ap- 
pearances of this body in the per- 
formance of its stated revolu- 
tions, they will prognosticate to 
you the state of the weather, and 
determine when 1s the proper 
time to sow andto plant, and to 
gather in many of the fruits of 
the earth. If it is eclipsed, then 
too we are to expect changes in 
the weather, and other things 
which, they will tell you, its 
eclipses denote, not considering 
that such eclipses are as much a 
thing hee se, asthe alternation 
of day and night. ‘There are in- 
deed two ways in which the moon 
has a real in fluence upon the 
earth and its pr odiretions 3; im one, 
by its attraction, a weil known 
oroperty of matter; in the other, 
of light which pro 
ceed from it, and ere well ascer= 
tained to have an influence in giv- 
ing colour, solidity, and some 
other properties, to vegetables. 
The effectin the first, ts mechan- 
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ical, existing mutually between 
the moon and the earth, and is 
common to all matter; the effect 
in the second is chemical, as ap- 
pears from the aforesaid changes 
which are produced by it on the 
vegetable structure. But such is 
not the influence which the peo- 
ple here intended ascribe to the 
moon ; that influence is indepen- 
dent of any known principles, or 
combinations of matter; being 
magical, or mysterious, and exci- 
ting in the observers of such 
things, sensations bordering on 
awé, and superstitious veneration. 
Take from them these sensations, 
and you remove every thing 
which they care for retaining. It 
is the love of something half mys- 
terious, vague, and. capricious, 
that renders many so much at- 
tached to these whimsical idola- 
tries, blended, at the same_ time, 
with a sort of safety which man- 
kind naturally feel in being idol- 
atrous, while they can be so in 
disguise, anc without profession. 

The sun, too, is not without its 
formal observers at this day. Its 
influence is conceived to vary, as 
it arrives at certain points in its 
apparent progress through the 
heavens ; or, in better language 
as the earth isin certain parts of 
its annual revolution about that 
orb. When in tuch a sign of the 
zodiac, it will exert a certain 
mysterious influence upon partic- 
ular parts of animal bodies; 
when tn another sign, then anoth- 
er influence upon some other part 
of such bodies. One person will 
Not attempt toangle, unless the 
sign happens that day to be right ; 
and to ascertain this point, will 
examine his almanac with as 
much gravity asa Hindoo will 
peruse, his Shaster, Another 
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would consent to let. blood, upon 
no consideration, unlessthe sigaz 
should be favorable. A third 
would consider flesh to be inferi- 
or in quality, if the animal were 
not butchered under the proper 
sign, or at a proper period of the 
moon. Achild born at the ris- 
ing or setting of thesun, will have 
a more or less favorable prospect 
of a long life. To those whoen- 
tertain such opinions, or others 
resembling them, I will address a 
single observation. Would you 
regard your God half as scrupu- 
lously as you do the lifeless mat- 
ter which de has created; and 
adhere to his precepts, and the dic- 
tates of well informed reason, with 
half the pertinacity with whiclr 
you cling to your prejudices, you 
would live much more happy 
and successful inthe world, and 
pursue a conduct much better be- 
coming the character of those who 
have had a Christian education. 
Many people who, perhaps, 
may be free from the imputation 
of any of the foregoing idola- 
trous notions concerning the sun, 
are still of opinion that its eclipses 
are ominous of disasters to that 
quarter of the world where they 
take place. But I know of noth- 
ing in Scripture, or in the history 
of the world, to warrant such an 
opinion. For aught that appears, 
national calamities as certainly 
foretel eclipses of the sun, as 
those eclipses do national calami- 
ties. One thing however is cer- 
tain; if these eclipses do denote: 
any stich disasters, it is because: 
God has established them for 
signs of those events; not be- 
cauce they naturally, and of 
themselves, denote them. But if 
God has so established them, he 
must have given some indication 
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of the fact, either by revelation, 
or by so ordermg in his pvovi- 
dence that there should be an 
unvarying connexion between the 
sign, and the thing signified ; 
making the one uniformly conse- 
quent upon the other. Should 
this connexion fatl but once, it 
must overthrow the supposition 
of its existing at all; or else an- 
other sign must be required i in or- 
der to show fis when the first one 
is to be taken as denoting no- 
thing. But what renders such a 
denoting of events vety dubious, 
when we cast our eyes upon the 
history of divine providence, is, 
that an eclipse necessarily extends 
toa large portion of the globe; 
and rarely has it happened since 
the earth was first peopled, that 
every part of so large a portion 
has been free from public calami- 
ties; for any considerable length 
of time. Hence it does not easily 
appear how an eclipse of the sun 
cambe taken for a sure stgn of public 
calamities, when those calamities 
almost continually exist, in some 
part of the world at least, where 
the eclipse is percetved ; and that, 
whether there are eclipses, or not. 
Furthermore, let it be remember- 
ed, that eclipses necessarily result 
from the established laws of the 
planetary revolutions. Whenever 
they take place, it is in exact 
conformity with those iaws, be- 
ing perfectly regular, and at de- 
termined intervals; insomuch, 
that instead of viewing 2n e- 


clipse of the eun as miraculous - 


and portentous, we ought to con- 
sidér its fuilure a miracle and 
prodigy, astonishing in kind and 
degree. By the aid of astro 
nomical science, eclipses may 
be caleulated with the utmost 
precision, for any length of time, 


past, orfuture. I[fthey are sure 
prognostics of future events, then’ 
those events may be predicted, 
by the help of astronomy, with 
a$ much certainty a’ thousand 
years beforehand, asthey can at 
the time when the eclipse hap- 
pens, But should an astronomer 
thus undertake tg turn prophet, 
there would be, I think, but one 
opinion concerning the propriety 
and usefulness of his labors- 
Scripture, F have already obs 
served, gives no warrant, that is, 
to my knowledge, for any belief 
in such prognostications ; and if 
none is derived from Scripture, 
the general course of divine prov- 
idence, nor from reason, it18 dif- 
ficult to determine where else to 
look for one. My apolgy for 
these remarks, which to many 
may appear entirely superfiuous, 
is. derived from the well known 
fact, that many very worthy 
men, and christians entertain the 
opinion that eclipses of the sun 
are unquestionable tokens of 
the Divine displeasure, and that 
they ought to be so regarded by 
all good people. This opinion, 
cr something very like it, was in 
the course of the last winter, ad- 
vanced bya very able member 
onthe floor of Congress. Cer- 
tainly, then, so far asthe forego- 
ing remarks are ju:t and pertt- 
nent, they are not useless; for it 
isa matter of consequence that 
right opinions should be enter- 
tained on this subject. 
kt is by no means the intention 
of the writer to advance the idea, 
that there are no possiéle circum. 
stances under which a solar e- 
clipse could be considered as por- 
tentous. A preternatural eclipse 
ought, no doubt, to be considered 
as of this character. 
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the pretern atural obscuration of 
the sun’: at the crucifixion 
of our Pt ; which obscuration, 
as astronomers inform us, could 
not have happened by the inter- 
vention of the moon between the 
tun and the earth, the regular 
cauce of solar eclipses. But if 
we undertake to make prodigies 
out of natural appearances, and 
such as are the necessary ‘result 
of those laws by which the Al. 
mighty is pleased to govern his 
materi: " creation, we alike trans- 
cend the bounds of reason and 
wapiincine pacnnon: Were eclips- 
e3 regarded simply as displays of 
the Di vine pow er and majesty, no 
remarks would have been need- 
ed. But would we Icok for signs 
of the divine displeasure towar ds a 


light 
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. . 4 
nation, We can see them, wita un- 
— certainty, in national sins, 


epravity of morals. ‘hess 
inform us far more emphatically 
than eclipses, when God. has a 
controversy withus, and is about 
to inflict aa us the rod of his 
anger. As tor those whc regard 

the sun as portending 
calamities independently of any 
known commission from Him 
wien mace the sun, and appoint- 
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ed all the laws to which itis sub- 
ject; they cannot escape the 
charge of idolatry, however it 


may be blended with other cor- 
rect apprehensions of the Divine 
providence. Such a mixture of 
real ; ager false religion, but ill ac- 
cords with the holy jealousy with 
h he Most High maintains 
igteuth. Tt is like the mon; grel 
vorship of the Samaritans, a re- 
lowed of indeed by man, 
uthorized by Heaven. 
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osition of Matt. xxvii. 52, 53. 




































1¢ 


And the graves were opened, and ma- 
ny bodies of the saints which slept 
arose, and came out of their graves 
after his resurrection. and went 
into the holy city, and appeared un- 
to many.— Matt. xxvu. 52, 53. 
It is often enquired what be- 

came of those persons, as it does 

not seem that they continued in 
the city ? Though the sacred his- 
torian has given us no light upon 
this question, we may, however, 
venture to hazard an opinion up- 
on it, if our conjectures be rot 
contrary to reason and Scripture. 

The Evangelist speaks of the-e 

persons as sainis. We may there. 

fore safely conclude, that our mer- 
ciful Father would not have raised 
them to life, on that happy occa- 
sion, to subject them again tothe 
temptations and trials of this sin. 
ful world, and to undergo the 
pains of a second death. It is 
most probable that they were re- 
ceived up into heaven, like our 
blessed Savior, though not with 
the same circumStances of ma- 
jesty and glory. Enoch and Eli- 
jah had before been translated in 
the flesh to the regions of immor- 


tality, and the resurrection of 
these saints was but an anticipa- 


tion of that event, which shall 
happen to the whole human race 
in the last great day of the world. 
It, doubtless was intended asa 
farther proof to the Jews, that 
the same power, which had rais- 
ed from the dead the Son of God, 
would, in like manner, raise the 
fallen children of Adam from the 
gloomy mansions of the grave. 
th, Ob; 
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SEMINARY FOR THE EDUCATION 


UF PIOUS YOUNG MEN FOR THE MINISTRY. 


Tue friends of Zion in the Unit- 
ted States have manifested peculiar 
zeal, in disseminating evangelical 
truth, This has appeared in the es- 
tablishment of numerous missionary 
Societies and in the formation ofa 
g -aternumbef6f bible Societies, than 
the number of States. The difficulty 
of procuring missionaries and suitable 
persons to supply the numerous’ va- 
‘ant churches and congregations has 


durned the attention of the christian: 


public to the education of young men 
for the minis stry. 

In consequence of the revivals of re- 
ligion, which, throug’: the divine bles- 
sing, hs we extensively prevailed in N. 
Eneland, many pious young men of 
respectable talents but in indigent cir- 
cumstances have manifested a wish to 
obtain an education, with a view of 
becoming preachers of the gospel. 
Some ofour most useful ministers have 
been educated by the beneficence of 
Associations, female societies, or in- 
dividuals. The Evangelical society, 
most of whose members’ reside in tHe 
northwesterly part of Vermont, by 
Joaning money without interest, to be 
refunded after a period of from four or 
five to eivht or ten years, are essen- 
tially advancing the interests of the 
church, by bringing pious young mea 
into its service 

Through the munificent liberality 
of several gentlemen, the Theo logical 
Seminary at Andover is now able to 
editcate gratis for the ministry any 
probable number, whe may apply, af- 
ter they have completed their Collegi- 
ate stud; es. Ithas apne: wre ‘d-extreme- 
ly desirable, that some claritable in- 
stitution miav be Kui nished with the 
rireans ¢ tsivi ing, gratis,or id part erratis, 
the education leicht Is Necessary to en- 
ter the Andover Seminary. We are now 
wbte to state to the numerous readers 
of the Adviser, that an institution of 
this character is now formed on the 
eastern borders of Vermont. And 


we sincerely hope that a clhiris- 
tien public will afford it the 
means of educating every appli- 
cant, whese talents and piety render 
him worthy of patronage. Most of 
the Trustees are extensively known ia 
New-England; and the character they 
sustain is a sufficient voucher for the 
faithful and judicious appropriation of 
any monies which may be committed 
to their disposal. 

Some difference of opinion existed, 
for a time, respecting the kind of edu- 
cation, which should be given in this 
seminary. The subject was, we un- 
derstand, discussed largely, and with 
great candor, at the late Ecclesiastic- 
al Convention assembled for the pur- 
pose, and we are happy to learn that 
all present appeared. cordially to con- 
cur in adopting the subsequent con- 
stitution. If the reader wishes to see 
any particulars respecting Union Acad- 
emy, which are not detailed in the fo!- 
lowing commnication, he is referred 
to the Acviser, vol. IIL p. 283, $40, vol. 

V. p. 309. 


EpItTons. 


Lxtracts from the proceedings of the 
Ecclesiastical Convention, assembled 


at Windsor, Vt. on the Qlet day of 


October 2. D. 1812. far the purpose 
of tuking into consideration the eaxpe- 


chency of establishing, in thts pariet 


the country, @ seminary for the educa- 
tay of poor and ptous young men for 
the Gospel minisipy. 


True’ Convention met, according te 
odiournment, at the house of Genera! 
Abner Forbes. 

Present, Pastors and Delegates from 
the Orange and Coos Kesseiatny. 

and Delegations from the Generali As- 
SOCK ean of Connecticut, Massache- 
setts Proper, New Hampshire, and 
the General Convention ef Congre- 


rational and Presbyterian ministers of 


. 
Vermont. 
Charles Marsh, Esq. officiated ar 
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moderator, and the Rev. David Suth- 
erland as scribe. 

the Rev. ‘Timothy Dwight, D. D. 
opened the convention by an interest- 


ang sermon from Gal, i. 8. 9. 


The committee, appointed to draft 
a comstilution made report by present- 
ing tvo, formed on different  prinei- 
ples. The fo iov.neafile a Full dis- 
cussiOn, Was adore! by the conrven- 
tion, as the coustilution of the propo- 
ged seminary. 


PREAMBLE. 

Whereas it has, tor some time past, 
been contemplated by many of the 
friends of reiugion in the western 
parts of the state of New Uampsiire, 
and the eastern parts of the state of 
Vermont, to establish an instituticn 
with a vie'y to assist in the education 
of poor and pious young men for the 
Gospel ministry: And whereas many 
weil disposcd and benevolent persons 
have proposed to contribute of their 
substance to this desirable object ;-- 
with a view, therefore, to concentrate 
the exertions ofthe friends of Zion in 
this landabte undertaking, « Conven- 
tion of Pastors and Delegates of the 
churches of the Orange and Coos As- 
sociations, and of representatives from 
the General Association of New 
Humpshire, the General Association 
of Massachusetts Proper, the General 
Association of Connecticut, and the 
General Convention of Congregational 
aid Presbyterian ministers of the State 
of Vermont, convened at Windsor on 
the third Wednesday in Gctober, A. 
D. 1812, by previous appointment, do 
agree to adopt the following constitu- 
tion of a seminary jor the purposes 
aforesaid. 

Art. 1. An Academy shall be estsb- 
lished atsuch place, within the limits 
of the Orange and Coos Associations, 
as the Trustees, whose appointment is 
herein after provided for, shail think 
will mostconduce to the benefit of 
the Institution, with sueh monies as 
may be given as aforesaid, in which 
shail be taught all branches of educa- 
tion necessary for preparing youths 
for entering any of the three lower 
classes in the Colleges in New Eng- 
land 

Art WI. The Academy shall be 
committed to the care of a Board of 
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Trustees, consisting of twelve mem- 
bers, besides the Principal of the A- 
cademy herein after mentioned ; not 
Jess than one half, nor more than two 
thirds of whom shall be ordained min- 
isters of the Gospel; seven of whom 
shall be aguerum. Nine of the first 
me.nbers ofthe said Board shall be 
appointed by this convention, who 
shall afterwards elect the remaining 
three, and fill up all vacancies, in their 
ewn body which shall happen by death, 
resignation, or otherwise. 

fAirt. HI, Students shall be admit- 
ted into the Academy on such eondi- 
tions as the Trustees shall prescribe. 
The Trustees shall also fix the rate 
of tuition, which shall be paid by all 
students, who, or whose parents, are 
able to pay the same, into the trevsu- 
ry in aid of the funds. The Trustecs 
shallappoint and employ a sufficicnt 
number oy Instructors, and remove 
them at pleasure; and shall determine 
the amount of their respective sala- 
rics. 

Art. FV. Each Trustee and Instriac- 
tor, before he enters on the dutics ot 
his office, shall give his written assent 
to the shorter catechism efthe West- 
minster Assembly of divines, as. con: 
taining substantialiy the dottrines ot 
the Gospel; and the said ‘Trustees 
and Instructors shallbe professors of 
the Christian religion, and regular 
members of sume Congregational or 
Presbyterian church. 

Art. V. Every young man in order 
to ke admitted to the privileges of 
this charitable imstitution, shail ex- 
hibit to the Trustees satisfactory evir 
dence, that he possesses pioimising a- 
bilities, « serious and pious disposi- 
tion and a blameless character, and is 
a suitable person to be educated for 
the Gospel ministry. And no student 
shall be continued upon this charita- 
ble foundation any. longer, than his 
character for picty and proficiency in 
learning, shail, in the judgment of the 
‘Trustess, merit such patronave. 

Art. Vi. The Board of Trustees 
shali appoint a President and Vice 
President of their own body; a Secre- 
tary and Treasurer; and shall hate 
power ‘o remove either of said ofi- 
cers, or any member of the Board, 
whenever, in the opinion of Wwo thirds 
of the Trustees, he shall have become 
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ZU Convention al 
grossly inattentive to the duties of his 
office, heretical in his sentiments, or 
immoral in his conduct. 

Art. Vl. The personal services 
and attendance of the members and 
officers of the Board, except the 
Treasurer and Prudential Committee, 
herein after mentioned, shall be per- 
formed gratis; but their necessary 
expenses may be defrayed out of the 
treasury. The Treasurer shall find 
bonds to the satisfaction of the Board 
of Trustees, for the faithful discharge 
the duties of his office, and, with 
the Prudential Committee, may be 
allowed such compensation as the 
Trustees shall judge reasonable. 

Art. VILI. Vhe Board of Trustees 
shall make all necessary laws, not in- 
consistent with this constituticr , for 
the regulaticn of their own body, and 
the concerns of the Academy, and the 
conduct of the Instructors and siudents 
thereof, and may alter or repeal them 
at pleasure. They shall ‘also have 
power to appoint a Prudential Com- 
miitee of pe rsons of their own body 

annually, whose duty it shall be to 
manage the e funds under the direction 
of the Board; to inspect and repair 
the buildings; to allow and settle ac- 
counts agamst the Academy; todraw 
orders onthe Treasurer far the pay- 
ment thereof; to audit the accounts 
of the Tr: easurer, and lay the same be- 
fore the Trustees, ata meeting, which, 
shal! be holden ky igh annually, and 
to se: such othe r business, as shail be 
committed to aes from tiie to time 
by the Trustees. 

Art. TX. All propert ty which shall 
be given to the said Acad shall be 
faithfully ap tied, in the saddle hein. 
in after specified to the object of this 
establislime on either as av permanent 
or contingent fund, accordin? to the 
direction of the od ynors. and in strict 
coniormity to the sence of this 
constituton. ’ And all donations_to 
the permanent fun id, whetherin money, 
real or personal cstate, shall be dispos- 
ed of, vested in funds, pat out at inter- 
est, or on lease, on ample security, at 
the discretion of the ‘Trustees; the a- 
vails whereof, together with such 
sums asare given for nnmediate ex 
penditure, shall be expended in fitting 
for college such pious young men im 

tacdigent circumstatices, as they may 
select; and in contributing in part or 
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in whole to the expense of completing 
the education of such as are so fitted, 
atsome college in New England; and 
in aiding them afterwards, so far 
nay be necessary, in their profescion- 
al studies. And moreover, wherever 
the funds of the Institution shall be 
deemed by the Trustees sufficient to 
warrant sucha measure, they shall be 
authorized to engage and support 
such instruc.or or instructors, as they 
shall judge to be necessary, and to 
erect suitable buildings for the pur- 
pose of this establishment. 

Art. X. The chief Instructor. shall 
be denomitated the Principal of the 
Academy, and sha!l be ex officioone of 

the Board of Trustees. 

Art. XI. The Trustee, who shall 
be first appointed is hereby empower- 
ed to call the first meeting of the 
‘Trustees at stich time and place, as 
he shall judge proper ; and the Trus- 
tees shail then and thereafic t from 
time to time prescribe the mide of 
callingfuture meetings. 

Art. XU. The said Academy shail 
for the time being be called and 
known by the name of “© The Umon 
Academy ;? but the said name may be 
once altered by the Trustees , by pre 
fixing the name of the principal doner, 
or the name of the towa, where the 


_Same may be locatce dd. 


Agreeably to the constitution, by 
the m unanimous sly adopted, the Con- 
vention procecded to choose Ly ballot, 
nine Trustees: viz. Charies Marsh, 
Fisq. of Woodstock, Rev. Asa reyes 
D. D. of Thetford, Ebenezer Adams, 
Esq. Hanover, Rev. Bancroft Fowler, 
Windsor, Rev. Zephaniah Swift Moore, 
Hanover, Rev. David Sutheriand, 
Bath, Rev. Siephen Fuller, Vers/ir 
Rev. Abijah Vines, Newport, and 
Gen. AbnerForbes, HW ndsor. 

Voted, that it be recommenicd to 
the Trustees to prepare the a anes of 
this convention for publication in such 
periodical works as they shall deem 
proper, together with an eddress to 
the public, soliciting their patronage 
to this benevolent establishment; and 
also, that they prepare and circulate 
as extensively as they judge best, a 
subscription paper for the purpose of 
obtaining money for the object of this 
Institution, 

The first meeting of the Board of 
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Trrstees, called as provided in the 
eonstitution, Was holden at Manover, 
. 4th, 1812. 

e Board organiz vee themselves 
the Re ‘ye Asa Burton, D. 
, Charles Se sh Esq Vice- 
resident, the Rev. Ze phaniah S$ Swift 
ae Secretary, and Gen. Abner 
, Treasurer, Ebenezer Adams, 
1¢ Rev. Asa Burton, D D. and 
tev. Zej phaniah Swift Moore, were 
pointed a committee to prepare and 
biish an address to the public, to- 
‘ther with the domes of the conven- 
tion at Windsor. Charles Marsh, Esq. 
Ebenezer Adams, Esq. and the Rev 
4epuaniah §, Moore, were appointed 
Prudential Committee. 
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TO THE CHURCHES, AND TO ALL 


WHO Y' Istl WEL L Toe ZION. 
4 iin Prethren and friends, 


> i ae sented 4 og 
ig mer Hresented tO your view in 
4} ce ~ ry UY ry a } ‘ . ca 
tt) i ecdirgy pages the mrea t obi ‘cl, 


at which we aim, the education of Ang 
ous young men tor the Gespel mint 

trv; and having exbibited for 
mstitution, by which we 
are to be governed, we now take the 


7 ie: 4 ea : 
liberty, agreeable to the Ete sion of 


Vour 


’ : rr - 
Ne Woven ion d ‘Toustees, to ad- 
dress vou on this imports aoe inter. 
est De = 


pe receive, that ouyS oh. 
cannot be pirose- 


i 
pectimiarv assistance 5 


j} ct is such, ‘that ¥ 


7 . . . - 


and that it is anobject, m which we 
are no more Nn nite rested, than all, who 
are friends to the cause of Ziorn.— 
¥ 


wether i ie? vour duty to contribute 
wr be oma e to promote a design, 
very c endid mind mustap- 
us and benevolent, and wheth- 
er d nations for this purpose will be 
‘ptable to God, rou will deter- 
mine, when vou have serigusly aitend- 
ed to the following considerations : 
; 
Tl at the number ef vacant church- 
es and Deca in our own nation is 
great, and in the new settlements an- 
nually increa sin os 
That our mis sionar v 
employ, at home and in foreiga parts, 
& numbe r of able minisiers consi dera- 
bly greater, than they can now 


societies could 


bt tall ¢ 
That the number annual ily ¢ om all 
he New Faglpnd Coll ges of those, 
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who are pious, and become Gospel 
ministers, is by no means sufficient 
to supply present vacancies, and the 
call for missionari€s : 

That cur new settlements, where 
they have not faithful ministers, will 
be left a prey to sectarian preachers, 
who disseminate errors, as ruinous to 
the soul, as poison is to the body; 
who create divisions, which weaken so- 
cieties, render them unable to sup- 
port the Gospel, and tend to destroy 
all peace and happiness: 

Vhat there a‘e many young men of 
piety in indigent circum stances, whos se 
natural abilities are such as to render 
them en.nent!y useful, could they 
have a hberai education. Unable to 
obtain, this, their talents must be bu- 
ricd in obscurity, and the good they 
might do in building up Zion, must 
be iosi: : 

That senaing forth agreater num- 
ber of the faithiul servants of Christ 
to labour in the fie'd and gather in the 
harvest, will aliord aid to Bible socie- 
ties in accofyphis! hing their benevo- 

2 i'r anslating the Bible 
into differc nt languxccs & and dispers- 
ng it through the world is a great and 
ehorious work. While this is pro- 
pressing able misters are needed to 
explain and cnforce the decirines end. 
precepts, contained in the sacred cra- 
cles, wherever they are read : 

Phat the prescnt Institution will 
be beneficial to our Colleges, When 
pious young men from The Union 
Academy become members of our Co! 
leges, we have reason to hope they will 
be a mean cf preserving them from 
corruption and of promoting their re! 
ormation. Ti will increase annually 
the number of students in the Divinity 
College at Andover, and render that 
important Institutiga more extensively 
useful: 

That the rehigion taught in the IJi- 
ble is the greatest blessing to civilse- 
ciety. Were naan governed by 
that spirit of ieve, meckness, gentle- 
ness, forgiveness, and forbearance, 
which the Gospel requires and inew- 
cates, they would beat their swords 
into ploughs' uares, and their spears in- 
to pruning hooks, Wars and intest i 
broilS would cease. Kings woul! be- 
come nursing fathers, and queens | 
ing mothers to the Church. Th e i2- 
habitants of the earth would rejoige 


esign. 
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in each other’s happiness. Society 
would be neienil to as higha de- 
gree of perfection, as is possible in 
the present life : 

That the events of the pre sent day , 
compared with the prophecies, clear- 
ly indicate, that the millennial state 
of the church is not far distant, and is 
swiitly approaching. We have rea- 
son to’ conclude, that as soon as the 
nations of the earth are supplied with 
B:bies in their own kanguages, accom- 
panied with faithful preachers, having 
the everlasting Gospei to preach to them, 
that dwell on the earth, to every nGiton, 
and kindred, and tongue, and people, 
explaining its sacred truths, and im- 
pressing them on every imin’s con- 
science, God will pour out hiis Spir- 
sia and cause all fi aim bie leusi to the 

cpeatest to know, love, and serve him. 
ta view of thic se, as ihey ap) war tO 
wu very We igh ty CO nsiderati HIS, ISMOt 
a ‘dgiment. CO} vineed, that itisa 
ha to prot mote the abject in view by 
il 


diberal contributions, in proportion to 
? 
i. 


the 


> 


ity God has given you ? Does 
not the present state of the world-call 
for vigorous exertion in those, who 
to the Redeemer’s King- 
I 


abi 


are tricitds 


dom? Whilst his kingdom is with 
aonsiderable rapidity extending its 
Limits, is it net evident, that we ere 
Uvisg in the last davs of blasnhemeus 


“pri $d . nie ay the prince of darkne Ss 
as mak vy frea x efforts to maaintaindns 
sloiminion over ihe earth, as if sensible 
that his time »is short? MV vou not 
unite with those in Furope and Amer- 
va, Who, with aso inc vaniicenh le suc- 
cess, are using vigorous eforts for the 
eliftusion of Gospel truth, and for the 
red en of those, Who are dwelling 
in the region of the shadow of de ath? 
nA ill on not cast of your substance 
mto the treasury of the Lore, inut 
those who are perish’ng, may be fed 
2 the bread of ive? 

Proper ly gis ‘cn to promote Pious 
dics! ig “is iS Miven to the Lord To ihe 
hberal be nefaetor he has proinised a 
ae Honor the Lord with thu sub- 
ee ince, and with the frst. — of thine 
prcrease, 3a shallthy burns be filled w.th 
tis, and thy — shall burst out 
vit): new wine. He that sowetA spur 
mgly, shull recp also sparingly; and he 
tat soweth bounttfully, shui reap alse 
*j 
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Is notall you possess the Lord’s ? 
Is nol your property one tal vir which 
he has given you to improve? Ought 
ho’ every one to act asa stew ward, Wi. 
must soon give an account? Of the in- 
pravement of what pertain of your 
property can you more joyfully give 
au account to the Lord at his-coming, 
than of that, which you have given io 
pro mote the spread of the Gospe! and 
the salvation af siners ? 

Could you by your denations be a 
mean of exciting those, who are now 
destitute of a preached Gospel, to 
make the interesting ing ur, bY has 
shall we' do to Le saved 2 and also of ad- 
ministering Conuort to such, would you 
fora moment refuse ta give? Shou'd 
you hear the Lore of life saying ‘Ed- 
ucate these piots, indigent young men 
for the Gospel minisiry, that L may 
send them furih to proclaim the giad 
tidings of salvation, and gather souls 
into my -kingdom,” would you not 
obey? D vs he not say “ Co, preach 
tig Gospel to evgry er eutae under heav- 
en. +i you cannot go yourselses, con- 
tribute of the substance I have given 
you to qu ialify others, that all the ends 
of the earth m: y look unto me, and 
be s SAVE gg 

Should vou reach heaven, and thence 

look down on this world, and sce mul- 
titudes flocking to Christ from the 
exst and from the west, trom the norih 
wid tiom the south, mee” at dea! hi “as- 
cending tnumphantly to join with you 
in songs of everl.sting praise, and 
know tliat what you had given, hid 
been a inean of st ich blesscd fruits. 
and occasioned such rich displays vi 
divine love, could you repent, that you 
had given of What you now possess tc 
the Lord ? 


If, xs we hope, it makes a part of 


vour dails prayer, ‘lat the Lord of the 


harv Sti WOU. SsCHa torth jabourers ifie 


} 

t dis harvest, and that he would 
; : : a. | 

eiveta lis'Sen the heathen for his in- 

h; anec, and the uttermost parts oi 


4} - ‘ od ta. me Ob ee . ; t 
the eacth foi His pOSSCSSioNn, Wiil Vou 


° ‘ ° er 
not manifest the sincerity of your pe: 
Litious DV sien, ih in your power te 
pramote the en , tor WV hic Vou pi: ay - 


We have con: aad: bed hren, tint 
‘ 
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The cause, cs Which we plead, w 
Coli nicudl t to Gad hy in who c hand ¢ 
the ty 


. .4 dAswast ‘dds nn hare 
lic eek tS of 3: 's ot biee \\ Li0 Can Vlae& 
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them as the rivers of water are turn- 
ed. 
Asa Burrow, 
F.BENEZER ADAMS, 
ZEPH. SwirT Moores 


BURNING OF THE MISSION 
ING OFFICE. 


PRINT- 


In the beginning of the 
month, intellimence reached th 
trv, that the Mission Printins Office 
at Serampore was consumed 6 fire 

onthe 1hkth of March Inst. The loss 
was estimated at more than Fifty-three 
Thousand Dollare, Comprising 2,000 
reams of Bngiish paper, and founts of 
types in fourteen A siatic languages. 
This loss is deeply lamented by the 
friends of missions and transiations in 
Europe, Asia, and America. While 
it is tamented, however, the hand of 
God is seen in this apparently disas- 
terons event, and the holy dispensa- 
tions of infinite wisdom are submitted 
to with devout resig gnatien. Possibly 
we may never fully understand, in this 
imperteet state, the reasons and uses 
of this affliciive providence; but per- 
haps we shall not be far from the truth, 
when we state ihe following as among 
these reasons and ses. 14. This prev- 
idence may teach pang ians that they 
must feel, as well es acknowledge, that 
God has a sove rele nrght to disap- 
their exp: ctations. and to make 
all the world see and know, that he 
will carry on his own work of reno- 
val ing and saving mankind with such 
instrume nts, after such interruptions, 
and in such manner, as he pleases. 2 
it may teach Christtans patience in 
waiting for the salvation of God. 3. 


present 
- coun- 


point 


It may and probabiy will put their 
perseverance to the ae It will 
teach them that di ty theirs ; that 
evenis are Gord’s. It t Wi will probably 


excite a new and wredaen in the 
cause of translations and missions, by 
the loud call upon the we of 
Christians which it presents. A 
the British and Foreign Bible ’ 
Has sent 3,009/. sterling eran mak- 
ing up the loss. Subscriptions are 
now circulating in Phtrladelphia, Bal- 
timore, Alexandria, and New-York, 

¢the same purpose. Myr. Ralston 


American Missionaries. 
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writes from Philadelphia, that $800 
had been subscribed there, though the 
paper has been as vet but very pat- 
tially circulated. The subscribers in 
Philadelphia contemplate making the 
American Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions the channel of their 
remitiances to India. Probably oth- 
er subseribers will do the same. ‘The 
Board have lg upon a plan of re- 
mittances, throuch the arency of Sam- 
uel Williams, E sq: and Junius Smith, 


Esq. of London, to the Hon. John 
Herbert Harrington, Esq. the Rev. 
David Brown, and the Rev. William 


Carey, D D. of Calcutta. The gen- 


tlemen in India selee‘ed for this pure 
pose aro weil known by ‘he religious 


public throughout the Christian worid. 
To these genticmen menies (0 re-in- 
siate the printisg establishment will 
be remitted with ali possible expedi- 
tion. The approa ching meetings of 
the Foreign Mission Societies of Bos- 
ton, Salem, Newburyport, &e. will af- 
ford an opportunity for donations and 
contributions, which we hope will not 
beneglected. Farf:om discour. ging, 
this melancholy event, as it seems at 
first view, will stimulate to new exer 

tions. Pan. Dec. 12, 


AMERICAN MISSIONARIES. 
Letters arrived from India, a few 
days ago, communicating tive agreca- 
ble information that ihe American 
missionaties, Messrs. Judson and New- 
ell and their wives, who sailed trom, 
Salem in the Caravan on the 18:h cf 


Feb. last, ai — at Calcutta about 
the middie of June, after a pleasant 
voyage of 176 des vs. The joy of this 


intelligence was damped, however, by 
the fuct that the British government 
in India had ordered back the mis- 
sionarices; and Capt. Heard of the 
Caravan states, that he should prona- 
bly he oblived to give bonds to take 
them back betore "he could be 
mitted to clear out ior 
will be recollected, that the Baptist 

missionaries were once thi eallete -d iw 
he same manner ;~ but that they founé 
means to satisfy the government and 
to avoid the exeention of tre threat. 

Gentiemen best acguainteds withdn- 


pt *T- 
his return. It 
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dia, and friendly to the missionary 
cause, are not greatly alarmed at this 
intelligence. They suppose that our 
missionaries may either satisfy the 
government, or pass on to Rangoon, 
before the Caravan sails. ‘The Harmo. 
Hy had not er As she sailed a 
little af er the C paravan, and was ex- 
pected to touch at the Isle of France, 
she would naturally arrive later then 
the Caravan. It is to be regretted 
exceedingly that not a line hus been 
received from the missionaries them- 
selves. They doubtless wrote by the 
Francis, which brought the other let- 
ters, and which s stopped tor orders at 
the Bazils; but why their letters were 
not sent on with the rest, we cannot 
even conjecture. With respectto the 
result of this mission, it behoves 
Christians to wait with resignation, 
and pray fervetitly that it may be pros- 
pered, or, if hindered for a time, that 
1. May ultimately conduce to the glo- 
ry of Ged, Ib, 


. 


—— 2 he! 


"Tr? ; i - 
snough we have repeatedly called 
the ekeewiine of our readers to the 


sbuse of ardent spirits, we hope 
the threatening mischicfs, which 
arise from this source, and the im- 
portant facts communicated in the 
subsequent detail will be esteemed 
a sufficient reason for transferring 
to the Adviser the ivilowimg 
REPORT OF A COMMITTED, AP- 
POINTED BY THE GENERAL 
ASSOCIATION OF MASSA- 
CHUSES TS BROPER. 


The Committee appointed by the 
Gencral Association, in June, 1811, to 
co-operate with other Committees * in 
devising measures which nay have an 
influence in preventing some of the 
fumerous and threatening mise 
that are experienced throuchsout our 

country from the excessive und inten. 


ae 
hiets, 
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rere ane yy > 1p 7 dE veoared ier ty, 
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tention to their appointment, (so fi: 
as their other duties permiticd) which 


its great magnitude and importance 


required. 

At a meeting held in August, your 
Committee adopted the fotlowing 
votes: 

“1. That, m the opinion of this 


Commiticee, it is proper and important 
to colleet facts on the following sub- 
jects : 

First, The cffects of int 
on bodily health, the mental 
and lengi me of life 

Secondly, The effects of the use of 
spirituous. liquors on the productive 
labor of the country. 

ft hirdiy, The practicability of em- 
ploying laborers without allowing 
theni the use of spirituous liquors. 

Fourthly, The tendency of intem- 
perence to other vices. 

Fifihlv, What means have been 
found efectual in restraining the m- 
temperate use of spirituous liquors. 

Sixthiy, The quantity of ardent 
sp _ its consumed in this count ‘2 

That cach member of this Com- 
mittee express in writing at the next 
meeting a bricf view of the best meang 
of remedying the abuse of ardent spir- 
1ts. 


empoerance 
‘ 


tacullies, 


That it be made the subject « 
serious consideration by. this Commit- 
tee, and that it be submitted to the 
Committees with whem we are to 
co-operate on this business, whether 
it is not desirable, that volt ary as- 
sociations should be formed for the 
purpose of aiding, ¢ and carrying into 
effect, the objects off shis Co mit 

4. That the chairman be request tC cd 
to communicate the doings of this 
meeting to the Committees with whon 
we are to Co-operate.”” 

Ata meeting it u December, the ser- 
eral members of the Committee ex- 
hibited their thoughts in writing on 
the subje cts connected with the abuse 
ituous liquors, and the mean 
of remedying the evils which resu} 


of sme 
¢ 
fiom it. 

The Committee also divecied sub- 
committees to continue the corres- 
pondence with the — tecs in New- 
York and Connecticut, and to open 
correspondence with ee comuitice 
in New-Haiipshire. 


Thevw aley ennoinrtc a erty -omim: 
Atilr wis “ppc wted a sub-comial 
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tee to prepare and lay before them an 
ibstract of the laws of Massachusetts 
on the subject of drunkenness tay- 
erns, &c. 

They also appointed asub-commit- 
tee to prepare a plan for a General, 
and for Auxiliary, voluntary Associa- 
tions, to be formed for the purpose of 
discountenancing the intemperate use 
of spirituous liquors, and other preva 
lent vices. 

Ata meeting in April, several let- 
ters from the Committees with whom 
your Committee were to Co-operate, 
were read. Among them wasa letter 
from the Committee in New-York, the 
whole of which we beg leave to incor- 
porate in our report, at this place. 


Lo the Chairman of the Committee ap- 
potnted by the General Association of 
~Massachusetts for the suppression of 
intemperance, Ee. 


REVEREND sfR, 

Tlie Committee of the General As- 
sembly on the subject of intemperance 
have directed their Secretary to ac- 
knowledge the reception of three let- 
ters from your board, which afford the 
pleasing information that you are spir- 
itedly exerting yourselves to accom- 
plish the object of your appointment. 
The Committee of the General A’ssem- 
bly have held two sessions, and have 
prepared a report in paft to the As- 
sembly, to be convened in May next. 
Should any communications from éor- 
responding committees kindly suggest 
any thing new, which might probably 
be useful, it will at some future session 
be incorporated into the report. The 
Resolutions to be reported to the Gen- 
éral Assembly for adoption are the 
following. 

_ 1. Resolved, That it be recommend- 
ed to all the ministers in the Presby- 
terian Church of the U.S. to pay par- 
ticular attention in their public dis- 
courses, not only to actual imtemper- 
ance in driiking, but to all those hab- 
ts which may have a tendency to pro- 
duce it. 

2. Resolved, That it be enjoined on 
all the church sessions, that thev ex- 
ercise especial vigilance and care over 
the conduct ofall persons in the com- 
munion of their respective churches, 
withregard to this sim; and that they 
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25 
sedulously endeavor, by private warn- 
ing and remonstrance, and by public 
censure, suspensiens, and excommuni- 
cations, as different cases may require, 
to purge the Church, as far as possi- 
ble, of a sin so enormous in its mis- 
chiefs, and so disgraceful to the Chris- 
tian name. | 

3. Resolved, That it be recommend- 
éd to the ministers and other officers, 
and to the members of the church in 
eeneral, to exért themselves to diffuse 
among all our congregations, and the 
community at large, suitable Address- 
es, Sermons, and Tracts on this sub- 
ject, and particularly “An Inquiry in- 
‘to the effects of Ardent Spirits,” by 
Dr. Rush of Philadelphia. 

4, Resolved, that it be earnestly 
recommended to all the ministers and. 
elders ih the Presbyterian church to 
abstain entirely from the use of ardent 
spirits themselves, and in their fami- 
lies; to refrain from offering them to 
their friends; and to exclude them 
from all their judicatories and eccle- 
siastical meetings ; excepting always, 
however, from this recommendation, 
those cases in which ardent spirits 
may be necessarv as a medicine. 

5. Resolved, That it be earnestly 
recommended to the members of our 
éhurthes to refrain from giving spirit- 
uous liquors to servants and other 
cetebie hited or employed by them; 
and that they give a marked prefer- 
ence to those laborers who entirely 
abstain from the use of spirits. 

6. Resolved, That itbe recommend- 
ed to the officers and other members 
of the churches to encourage associa- 
tions of persons Who shall bind them- 
Selves to one another ahd the public to 
obey the 4th and 5th resolutions, and 
to prevent in other laWful ways the 
use of ardent spifits. 

7. Resolved, That it be recommend- 
ed tothe ministers and other members 
of the churches to take such measures 
us may lave a tendency to reduce the 
number gf small taverns, groceries, 
and tippling-houses, in all those parts 


of our countrv, in which the excessive. 


number, or the offensive character of 
such places, renders them a public 
nuisance. - 

8. Resolved, That in those states in 
which the laws against drunkenness 
may be defective, the members of. the 
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¢hurch exert themselves to precure 
the enaction of such as may promote 
the public welfare. 

9. Resolved, That the Assembly 
publish a solemn and pointed address 
on this subject, to be accompanied 
with ihe above resolutions, and pub- 
Fi¢ly read in all the churches under 
the care of the General Assembly 

The Committee i Massachusetts 
will please to accept of the salutations 
Of their brethren in the Présbyterian 
church and be assured of their cheer- 
ful co-operation in any measures which 
may be deemed conducive to the ob- 
ject of their appointment. 

Ezra Sriies Exy, 
Séeretary of the Committee of the Gen- 
eral Assembly. 
Rev. Dr. Worcester. 
New-York, Jan. 22nd, 1812. 


The letter from New-Hampshire 
evinced, that the committee in that 
siate had taken up the business seri- 
ously, and were disposed to purswe it 
effectually. 

At the same, meeting it was voted, 

That, in the opinion of this Com- 
mittee, it is highly desirable, that 
such a Society, is as above referred 
to, sheuld be formed, if such an one 
¢an be formred under auspicious ¢ir- 
cumstantes. 

At asubsequent meéting, your Com- 
mittee were able to state from actual 
mquiry, that several very respectable 
men, in different places, were willing 
to join a Society for the objects above 
specified. 

Your Committee have conferred 
much oh the subjeét referred to them ; 
particularly on the most efficacious 
means of réstraining and preveming 
the abuse of spirituous liquors. Some 
of the results of their reflections will 
be stated below. The foregoing is x 
drief history of the Course of their 
proceedings. Your commitiee have 
been extremely barmckious in their 
deliberations, and it is not recollect. 
ed that there has been a single dif- 
ference of opinion on any point of im- 
portance. 

In the course of their investigations, 
your Committee have had a vast vari- 
ety of facts laid before them, some of 
the principal of which are the follow. 
ing; 


It is undeniable, that the evil of in- 
temperate drimking has been rapidly 
increasing in the United States, for a 
number of years past, and has now ar. 
rived toa magnitude, which may wel] 
alarm every friend to his country. 

Et is also certain, that the free use 
of ardent spirits has already reduced 
several country places from a flourish. 
ing state to astate of extreme pover- 
ty; and the same cause is gradually 
impoverishing a gréat part of our 
country. A particular village has 
been pointed ont, in which heads of 
famihes and children, (with the ex- 
ception of two or three persons, ) have 
all be¢ome drunkards together. 

It is also Certain, that many reflect- 
ing persons, in all parts of the coun. 
try, are greatly alarmed at the pro- 
gress of the ev:l in question, and are 
apprehensive, that unless some check 
is applied, it will of itself ruin the 
country. 

Physicians are of opinion, that death 
is hastened in many imstunces by the 
abuse of spirits, and that the consti- 
tution i# injured in many more. 

Experiments made bygentlemen in 
different parts of the country satis- 
factorily prove, that it is very practi- 
cable to hire laborers without giving 
them spirits. 

It is also beyond dispute, that many 
persons of good moral character, and 
many who sustain a fair religious ¢har- 
acter, incur gréat expense in the con- 
sumption of spirits without any pos- 
sible advantage, and thus exhibit an 
example which serves to lead others 
into a course of evil habits. 

It appears from the evidence collect- 
ed by your committee, that the use of 
strong drink diminishes the active and 
productive labor of the country. 

From the return of the Se¢retary of 
the Treasury of the United States it 
appears, that the quantity of spiritous 
liquors annually distilled in the Unit- 
ed States, is 15,000,000 gallons. And 
that the quantity imported is 9,750, 


000, making nearby 25,000,000, in the 


whole. 
From the Marshal’s return, it ap- 
ears that in Massachusetts alone, 
9,472,000 gallons are distilled from 
molasses, 63,730 gallons from grain, 
and 316,480 gallons from cider, mak- 


ing in the whole 2,851,219 gallons. 
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which at the wholesale price are val- 
ued at 1,652,326 dollars. 


it ought to be observed that only a ¢ 


small part of the spirits distilled in 
Massachusetts is consumed here; but 
it is probable that not less than 2,000, 
900 gallons of imported spirits are 
consumed in this Commonwealth, at 
an expense of more than 2,000,000 
dollars. In some parts of the union 
imported spirits are almost exclusive- 
ly consumed; in other parts, spirits 
distilled in this country. Massachu- 
setts comes within the former class. 

We come to the melancholy result, 
from the foregoing statement, that 
the free citizens of this country, (for 
the slaves have this great advantage 
over the whites that they are not a/- 
_ the use of ardent spirits)—the 

ree citizens of this country consume 
annually not less than 20,000,000 gal- 
lons of spirits ;* which, (considering 
that a large portion is consumed in 
taverns at a great additional expense, 
and that alarge portion is greatly di- 
luted after it leaves the ship or distil- 
lery and before it is retailed, ) can hard; 
ly cost the consumers less than 23,000, 
900, or 25,000,000 dollars; an enor- 
mous sum, which exceeds the expense 
of our national government in time of 
peace added to the expense of all the 
state governments, the support of 
schools, and of the clergy, and the in- 
terest of our national debt; a sum, 
in short, which exceeds all that is 
paid forthe support of government, 
the education of children, and the 
suppoct of religious instructors, by 
the p2ople of this country. 

Your Committee cannot but state, 
thatfrom the examination which they 
have given the subject, theyare more 
and more deeply impressed with the 
gpinion, that it js the duty of all good 
men to engage vigorously in the at- 
tempt to suppress this great evil. Ey- 
ery real friend to the eommunity, to 
the present and future happiness of 
men, must see the necessity of mak- 
ing resistance to a set of evil habits 
and customs, which threaten to intro- 
dice poverty, ignorance, vice, and 
barbarism, All Christians should 
unite in this cause with zeal and unan- 

*% Alowing about 5009 vallene to be 
exported. 
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imity which cannot but have a saluta. 
ry influence. 

So far as the opinion of your Com- 
mittee can have any weight, we would 
earnestly urge a perseverance in the 
present course of investigation, which 
may at least lay before the public 
some of the evils which threaten them 
from this cause, and awaken all the 
considerate and reflecting to a sense 
of their danger. 

Among the means of remedying the 
evil, which your Committee have had 
under consideration, some have been 
recommended in the letter from New- 
York which has been cited. We 
would, however, particularize a few 
of the most promising remedies which 
have occurred to our minds. 

i. Great pains ought to be taken 
to exhibit the magnitude of this evil 
and the distressing consequences to 
which itleads. It should be display- 
ed in all its hideous deformity, and 
traced from the needless use of spirits 
to drunkenness, and from drunkenness 
to ruin—ruin temporal and eternal. 
jt should be represented as the door 
to poverty and disgrace, as the des- 
truction of health and reason. The 
enormous expense which it occasions 
should be adequately described ; and 
the beneficial purposes to which this 
expense might be applied fully detail- 
ed. Every person should aid in mak- 
ing thisexposure, according to his a- 
bility. But, 

2. Ministers of the Gospel are pe- 
culiarly engaged to take an active 
part in thiswork. It must depend 
upon the situation of each minister 
whether it is proper for him to pursue 
some particular measures; but, we 
should apprehend that itis the duty 
of every aninister in the United States 
to give a thorough examination of 
this subject from the pulpit 

3. In the disciplige of our churches 
especial and vigilant reference should 
be had to this national sin; and all 
Christians should beware of giving 
the least countenance to i , and should 
abstuin even from the appearance of 
evil. In this view of the subject it 1s 
questionable whether spirits should 
be used at all, unless really and avow- 
edly as a medicine. 

4. Cheap tracts may be extensively 
circulated to advantage qu this sub- 
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ject. Dr. Rush’s 


. Inquiry into the 
etivcts of Ardent $ pirits,” is admira- 
biy adapted for this purpose, and can 
be afforded by the large quantity for 
four dollars, or perhaps three dollars 
and a half, a hundred. It would be 
attended with good comsequences if 
two or three dozen of these could be 
circulated inevery parishin the com- 
monwealth. 

5. The laws of Massachusetts on 
the subject of drunkenness, tippling- 
houses, &c. are admirably calculated 
to accomplish their end, if they can 
only be enforced; and they are per- 
haps as likely to be enforeed as any 
Jaws which could be made on the 
subject. It is the duty, therefore, of 
every good citizen toexert himself to 
enforce these laws. 

6. Voluntary associations formed 
for the purpose of communicating in- 
formation, and excitinga proper zeal 
on this subject, would “promise much 
good. 

I these measures, and others con- 
nected with them are adopted and 
pursued with reliance on the Divine 
aid and guidance, there reason to 
hope that a veneral reformation might 
be the consequence. 

Your Committee are prevented, 

a great varicty of unforeseen and in- 
evitable calls upon their time, from 
giving so full a discussion of this sub- 
ject as it would otherwise have re- 
ceived, 

All which is respectfully submit- 
ted, 

SAMUEL WorcesTER, Chairman, 
JEREMIAH Evarrs, Cleré. 


° 
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FOREIGN MISSIONS. 

Tue donations to the American 
board of Commissioners for foreign 
iNissions, as appears by the statemecnis 
of the Treasurer, have exceeded filtcen 
thousand dollars. 
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fe CuCGE. 
last. The Bishop of Norwich is Pres 
ident ; the Duke of Grafton, the Mar- 
quis Cornwallis, seven other noblemen, 
and seven gentlemen of rank and in- 
fluence, are Vice Presidents. 

The Society for the support of Gaelic 
schools in the Highlands and Islands of 
Scotland held its first annual meeting 
in November 1811. From the examin- 
ations instituted by this society, it ap- 
pears, that in many parts of the High- 
Lunds and Islands of Scotland a very 
large part ofthe population are never 
taught to igen insome places more 
than three quarters are of this des- 
cription. 13 a iceeil much easier and 
inuch more useful to instruct the chii- 
dren in Gaelic than in English, the 
former being their native language. 
The subscriptions and donations to 
this society amounted to 42,279. 

‘he Society’ for promoting Christian 
Knowledge (London) continue their ex- 
ertions, at home and abroad. Their 
last Report, containing an account “ 
their proceedings during the yea 
which ended in March 1811, is en- 
riched with the correspondence of the 
Protestant Missionaries on the Coro- 
mandel coast. 

The Rev. Messrs. Kolhoff and Horst 
wrote from Tanjore, Jan. 30, 1810, 
that they bad enjoyed many opportu- 
nities of preaching our holy religion 
to heathens and papists, and of invit- 
ing them to accept the grace of God 
as itis in Jesus. Among the differ- 
ent casts of natives, those called Te- 
lunger, are more inveterate against 
Christians than an y other except the 
Brahmins. A manof this cast admit- 
ted into the congregation years 
since, had evinced the sincerity, of his 
professions, not only by le ading a 
Christian life. under many sulfer ings ‘ 
but bv his endeavors to convert 
family to Christianity ; in which he 
has happily streceeded. 
™ ¢ aleaths which were great 
etted, were those of two native 
catechists, = ry hal been eonverted 
from paga nism and trained up and em- 
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plove d as teachers by Mr. Swartz. 
‘Their names were Dhewaragayam and 
Aveelappe n. They were greatly re- 


spected both by heathens and Chris- 
tians, cn account of their piety, pru- 
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believers and unbelievers. The num- 
ber of communicants had greatly in- 
creascd. 

The missionaries acknowledge with 
eratitude the mercy of God in inclin- 
ing the Court of Directors to raise 
their allowance for the schools from 
500 to 1200 pagodas, annually.* The 
news had reached them when over- 
whelmed with anxiety; and the sup- 
ply relieved them from the necessity 
of contracting new debts, in order to 

aintain the many native laborers in 
the Tinavella district, for which the 
annual produce of Mr. Swartz’s lega- 
cy was insuliicient. 

The progress of Christianity cblig- 
ed the missionaries to increase the 
number of their native teachers, to en- 
large the old places of worship, and to 
erect new ones. Theirfunds were un- 
able to meet all these expenses. The 
brethren at Tranquebar had assisted 
as much as was in their power, but 
their supplies were utterly insufficient. 
The want of Bibles, Testaments, Psal- 
ters, and other religious books, was 
ereater than the missionaries could 
describe. They wanted a printing 
press, and were very anxious to fur- 
nish every Protestant family with a 
copy of the Scriptures. 

In a letter dated Aug. 29ih, 1519, 
it becomes the melancholy duty of Mr. 
Kolhoff to inform the Society of the 
death of his brother and companion in 
labors, the Rev. Mr. Horst. He had 
heen eighteen years a servant of the 
mussion, and four years one of the So- 
cicty’s missionaries. The learning 
and abilities of this worthy man, his 
ardent desire ta prove useful, the fer- 
vor and delight with which he ever 
pursued his woik, and the essential 
ecrvices he had renglered the mission, 
had given Mr. Kolhoff great cause to 
lament so early and unexpected a 
death, which had deprived the mission 
of a faithful pastor, and a numerous 
tamily of a kind and aifectionate pa- 
rent and husband. His sufferings had 
been very severe; but he endured 
them with the patience and firmness of 
a Christian. His humble submission 

* 1 pagoda on the Coromandel cousi 
ts worth about tivo dollars. 





Revival in Stockhoim. 


to the will of God was truly awaken. 
ing, and the peace he enjoyed to his 
last breath was a lively example of the 
inestimable happiness which attends a 
life of godliness. 

Mr. Kolhoff asks the Society to per- 
mit the ordimation of more native 
preachers and to grant thern salaries. 
The Society, in reply, have permitted 
the ordination ef one or two native 
catechists, and agreed to give them 
salaries. 

Mr. Pohle writes from Tritchinopo- 
ly, March 3, 1810, that in the preced- 
ing year there had been in that place 
28 baptisms, including heathens; 42 
Portuguese and 206 Malabar commu- 
nicanis. 

Mr. Pohle, after mentioning with 
thankfulness the safe arrivalof the an- 
nual stores and presents for the mis- 
sion, adds, * Would to God that we 
could aiso receive new missionaries ! 
I am upwards of 66 years old; my 
strength faileth me, and I may soon be 
gone, and the mission be an unprovid- 
ed orphan, whereof to think only is 
paintul to me.” 

Mr. John, one of the Danish mission- 
aries at Tranquebar, had lost his sight, 
but was able to preach alternately in 
the Portuguese and Malabar church- 
CS. 

In the course of the year, the Socie- 
tv distributed 


Bibles 10,224, 
Testaments and Psalters 16,242 
Common Prayer Buoks 20,535; - 
Ovher bound books 90.908: 


Small ‘Tracts 145,123 


—_—-— 


REVIVAL IN STOCKHGCLM. 


By a letter from a clergyman, who 
lately visited Stockholm, N. Y. we 
learn, that a revival of religion pre- 
vails in that place; and that “in the 
circle of a small neighborhood about 
twenty have been hopefully translated 
into the kingdom of God's dear Son.” 
We trust, we shall be favored with 
further particulars respecting this 
work of divine grace. : 
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ADMO@NITION FOR CHILDREN: 


The following lines are designed to arrest the attention of children, and par- 


ticularly to awaken them to a sense of the duties they owe to their parents 
and their Maker. The references suffixed to each line may likewise afford some 
assistance to parents in instructing their children, and in enforcing their insiruc- 
tious by scriptural motives. Art thou a parent, on whom young immortals 
depend not only for the good things of this life, but for religious instruction ? 
Might not some of thy leisure hours, ‘‘ when thou sittest in the house,” be 
profitably and pleasantly employed, in ‘holding forth” to thy children “ the 
word of life,’ and in encouraging them to commit to memory passages of 
scripture suited to their age and condition ?— 


“ Children obey your parents” dear, Col. 3. 20. 

With filial love and godly fear; Heb 12.9; 2 Kings 2, 23, 24. 
“Obey your parents in the Lord,” Eph. 6.1,2,3; 1 tum. 5. 4. 
*‘ According to his holy word.” Is. 8 20; Gen. 18. 19. 


Children, obey ;—for this is right, Prov. 4. 1 to 13. (37. 13 to 15. 
From year to year, both day and night, Luke 2 51,52; 1 Sam. 3.5; Gen. 
The righteous Lordrequireth you Ex. 20 1,12; Deut.5.16, Mat. 15.3,4,5,¢- 
‘To give your parents honor due. Prov. 6, 20, 21, 22, 23, 


If you desire ahappy mind, Proy. 3. 13 to i8. 

And leagth of daysonearth tofind; Deut. 4. 39,40; & 5. 16, 32, 33. 

Or would you dwell with saints onhigh, Num.23.10; Heb 12 22, 23. 

And live with Christ above the sky; Phil. 1.23; 1 Thess. 4. 16, 17, 18. 
47. 

Regard the precepts of his book, Ps. 119. 9; Deut. 30. 17 to 20. & 3246, 

And for his gracious promise look; Is.55.1 to 7; John 12, 26. 

Like Put! consent the law is good, Rom. 7. 12, 16. 

Like David call it sweetest food. Ps. 19, 7 to 10. 


The gospel magnifies the law, Is. 42.21; Rom. 3. 31. 
Which struck the chosen tribes with awe; Ex. 20. 19. 
The great apostle of the Lord, Eph. 6.2; 2 Tim. 1. 13; 
Peints children to God’s ancient word. $ Tim. 3. 14, 15, 16, 17. 


Children, with faith and love obey, 1 Cor. 13. Heb.11.5,6. [Eccl. 12.13, 14 
And follow wisdom’s pleasant way; Proy. 313,17; Mat. 11. 28, 29, SO; 
Trust in the Lond, and all is well, Ps. 37, 39, 40; Rom. 2.7 to11. [21.38. - 
But disobedience leads to hell. Deut. 38. 19 to 21; Prov. 1. 24to 33; Rev’ 


How short the term ofduty here! 1 Chron. 29.15; Ps.90.10; Ps. 102 1}. 
Hiow soon death parts our fricnds most dear! .Eccl 7.2; & 12.5; Ps. &8. 18. 
O then redeem vour precious.days, Eph. 5 14, 20; Eccl.9.10; John 9. 4. 
And spend them in God’s fear and praise. Ps. 90.12; Ps. 111.10; Prov,1.7,10. 


Your greatest honor, greatest love, § Bout. 6. 5; Mat. 22. 37; Lake 10. 27; 
Are due to God, who reigns above; ?@ Mat- 10. 37, 38, 39; & 22 21. 

Is. 57.35; & 65.1,2; Ps. 103- 1,2,3,; 
Ex. 20.7; Mat. 6. 9. 

The Lord of lords obey with fear. Ex. 20; Mal. 1.6; Ps. 95; Heb. 12. 28, 29. 


Riis glorious, holy name revere, 
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% Then though your earthly friends depart, Heb. 9. 27, 28; 1 Cor. 15. 6. 
And cause the aching, weeping heart, Gen.50.1, 10; John 11. $2, 33. 
oo heavenly Father, greatest Fr iend, Ps. 27.7—10; ts. 68. 5. 

Will kindly to your prayer attend; Ps. 34—,; 1 Pet. 3.8 to 13. 


t0 Willbless you with His truth and grace, John 1.12 to 18; Mat, 5. 1-12. 
And guide you thro’ the christian race; Rom. 8. 1, 14; 1 Cor. 9. 24, 25, 26. 
.2Cor. 5. 1,6; Ps. 31.14, 155 
| veaie 4.13, 14, 15. 
Will talre you to His heavenly home. Luke 16.22; Rey, 14- 13, Rey. 22. 3—7. 
TIMOTHEUS. 


And when your latest hour shall come, 


—2 +o 


N ew Year’ s Address. 


Axorer year has fled! And you, reader, and we are so much nearer the 
grave. We are somuch nearer the close of our day of probation; so much 
nearer the interesting moment, when we must be disrobed of flesh, and appear 
disembodied spirits before God ! And must we indeed die? Is the grave our 
house? Must these bodies, now so vigorous and active, soon be motionless and 
éold ? Must the spirits, that animate them exist apart, ‘till the general resur- 
rection; and then be reunited to share with them furever in bliss or woe ? 
Are the representations of the bible on this subject realities?) This, we pre- 
sume, our readers will not call in question. They all, we presume, acknowl- 
edge the gospel to be divine and its blessings eternal. Let us then acta ra- 

tional and consistent part. Entering on anew year, letus pause. If we have 
acted wisely, we have already reviewed the past. We have reviewed, not the 
last year only, but, as memory would enable us, the whole of eur past lives. 


Such a review has furnished occasion of serious regret, of deep repentance, and’ 


of lively gratitude. Many are conscious, that thegreat work, for which they 
were sent into the world, is not yet begun. Although, from the morning 07 life, 
the trumpet of the gospel has summoned them to be reconciled to God, and the 

voice of mercy invited them tv the Savior’s arms, they are stiil living ina state 
of enmity against Jehovah, and have no interest in the blood of the covenant. 
Such have hitherto lived to worse than no purpose at all. Others cherish a 
hope, that, through grace, they have engaged in “ the work of God,” by “ be- 
feving on him whom he hath sent.” But even such must be conscious that 
the progress they have made, in the divine life, poorly compares wth their ob- 
Yigations, their advantages, and the mag enitude of the ir object. 

Whatis past, however, cannot be recalled. It therefore behoves us, not for- 
getting what affections we ought to exercise in the recollections of the past, to 
direct our attention to the future. Butshall we begin to congratulate ourselves 
on the prospect of enjoying future years? Such conduct would be preposterous 
in the extreme ; for, at the commentement of the year, the first reflection en- 
forced upon us by observation and experience is, that this year we may die. 
With this reflection, the year should begin. Whoever thou art, reader, that 
perusest these lines, bring the idea home to thy heart that this year, thou 
mayest dic. Art thou an impenitent sinner? How fich is the mercy of God 
that has so long waited on thee! How Compapatonate is the Saviour, whose 
arms of love are still extended to embrace thee! But, this year, thou mayest 
dic. And art thou willing to die in thy present condition } ? “Art thou willing to 
appear before thy Judge, and behold in him thy inflexible foe ? Art thou willing 
to hear from him a sentence that will consign thee to the torments of hell for- 
ever? If not, then, with this new year, begin a new life. Awake from the 
slumber, from the death of sin, and begin a life of faith on the Son, of God. 
East thou not long enough added sin tosin? Hast thou not sufficiently tricd 
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the world to find that it is indeed a wretched portion for the soul? ast thot 
not sufficiently trampled on the blood of the Saviour? Hast thou not suffi 
ciently grieve d the Holy Spirit ? Thou darest not die in thy present condition. 
But this year, thou mavest die. Thousands, who began the last year with pros- 
be ‘cts of long life as promising as time, are now mM eternity, Nothing short of 
madness can induce thee to risk thy salvation on the awful uncertainty of living 
au nother year. And wert thou sure of livi ing another year, and shouldest thou 
continue in sin, the whole of that year’s impenitence and disobedience must be 
repented of, ifever thou art saved. And is it not the consummation of folly to 
do that, which thou knowest sooner or later thou wilt wish thou hadst never 
dl one? Be entreated to remember that time wasted in vanity and sin, till the 

lay of grace is ended, will surely plant thorns ina dying pil llow. Delay not to 
Bhi reconciled to Ged. Dek: uy not to enlist under the banners of the cross, 
for behold now is the accepted time, bchold now is the day of salvation! 

Art thou a Christian? While thou admirest the grace, ‘that has made thee 
what thou art, consider how much of thy woik remains yet to be done. How 
many perverse affections remain yet unsubdued, in thy heart. How little hast 
thou yet acquired of divine knowledge! And what an extensive field hes unex- 
plored before thee, in the seriptures of truth. How many duties remain, to be 
performed, both: to thyself and to those around thee! And yet this year, this 
very year thou mayest die! Letit then be thy concern, with this new year, to 
begin anew thy life. Renew thy covenar.t with God. Conseerate, afresh, all 
thy powers to his service. And let thy future life be so distinguished from the 
past, by an increase of devotion, humility, self-denial, deadness to the world, 
heavenly-mindedness and activity in the servite of God, that this year shalk 
scem to thee the beginning of cays. 

Artthou a parent? Thy children need thy prayers, thy instructions, thy ad- 
monitions, thy restraints, thy pious example. Set thy house in order, for this 
year thou mavest die. What thou doest must be done quickly. 'T hou must 
work the works of him that sent thee, while it is lay: the night cometh, where- 
no man can work.” 

Art thoua minister of the gospel? How much is to ke done to clear thy gar- 
ments of the bloodof sows? How many of thy flock are yet strangers to reli- 
gion? How many are grossly ignorant, and willingly so, of the first principles 
of the oraclesof God? And how many, even ‘of the professed followers of 
Christ, are making crooked paths, and require all the tenderness and fidelity 
ofa shepherd to prevent their straying trom the fold ! Alas! Who is sufhicicnt 
fer these things ? 

Let ministers and people, let parents. and children, let the aged and the 
young, let Christians and impenitent sinners, let ali our readers receive the ex- 
bortacion to make the beginning of this year the mepating ofancw hie. Let 
the time pastsuffice in which duty has beenneglected, and God dishonored ; 
wil let the consideration that this year we may die, excite us all to obey the di- 
vine direction, ** Whatseever thy hand fin deth to do, do it with thy might, fer 
there 1s no Work, nor device, nor Knowledge, nor wisdom in the grave.’ om 
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